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Violent protests mark patriarch’s visit 


(RISU.org.ua)—On May 6, de- 
spite severe protests of the faithful 
of the Odesa metropolitanate of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Mos- 
cow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) апа 
representatives of the pro-Russian 
organizations Single Fatherland and 
the Union of Orthodox Citizens, 
Patriarch Filaret, head of the Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Pa- 
triarchate arrived for a two-day pas- 
toral visit to southern Ukrainian 
Odesa. 

Patriarch Filaret assured his faith- 
ful that he will continue to perform 
his duties and no opposition of the 
Russian Church will force him to 
cancel his pastoral visit. 

“I have not come to visit the 
church of the Moscow Patriarchate,” 
said Patriarch Filaret. “Neither do 
we conduct demonstrations near 
Moscow Patriarchate churches. It is 
the Russian Church which provokes 
conflict,” he stressed. 

On May 6, representatives of the 
UOC-MP attempted to block the 
way to the UOC-KP Cathedral of the 
Nativity so that Patriarch Filaret 
could not enter the church and cel- 
ebrate a Liturgy. However, they 
failed. 

Patriarch Filaret, together with 
Bishop Paisii of Odesa and Balta, 
celebrated a Divine Liturgy, after 
which he was greeted by Pastor 
Petro Martianov, secretary of the 
Spiritual Council of Christian De- 
nominations, and Oleksandr 
Sorokin, president of the Black Sea 
Christian Center Mission for Sail- 
ors. 

Later that day, Patriarch Filaret 
gave a press conference in the Na- 
tivity Church in Odesa. 

“The Moscow Patriarchate in 
Odesa uses the church to pursue 
some political objectives,” said Pa- 
triarch Filaret, commenting on the 
protests of the Odesa metropo- 
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litanate of the UOC-MP and some 
pro-Russian organizations. He 
called their offensive statements “a 
demonstration of inciting religious 
feud on political grounds.” 

“The Moscow Patriarchate has 
nothing to do with the Kyivan Pa- 
triarchate,” emphasized Patriarch 
Filaret. According to him, the latest 
sociological surveys say the major- 
ity of Orthodox Christians in 
Ukraine are in favor of the Kyivan 
Patriarchate. 

In the afternoon, Patriarch Filaret 
visited the city of Yuzhne, where he 
consecrated the cornerstone of the 
future UOC-KP church. In addition, 
he visited the Ukrainian Viacheslav 
Chornovil gymnasium, where he 
met with instructors and students. 

On that day, Patriarch Filaret cel- 
ebrated a Divine Liturgy in the 
newly consecrated Church of St. 
Vitalii in Odesa. 

On May 5 more than 2,000 faith- 
ful of the Odesa metropolitanate of 
the UOC-MP, and representatives 
Single Fatherland and the Union of 
Orthodox Citizens marched in pro- 
test of the visit. 

The picketers were holding signs 
with offensive slogans, like “Filaret, 


_ Hands off Orthodox New Russia.” 


In addition, they demanded that 
anathema be pronounced not only 
against Patriarch Filaret, excommu- 
nicated from the Russian Orthodox 
Church in 1997, but also against the 
whole Kyivan Patriarchate. 

“We are saying ‘no’ to the idea of 
separation of the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church from the Moscow Pa- 
triarchate and a firm ‘yes’ to the 
union of brothers in the faith and 
related by blood parts of Rus: Rus- 
sia, Ukraine and Belarus,” said 
Valerii Kaurov, leader of Single Fa- 
therland. 

The faithful of the UOC-KP who 
came to attend the consecration cer- 
emony in the Church of St. Vitalii 
were met with offensive shouts and 
beaten. Law enforcement officers 
who witnessed this did not interfere 
in the clashes. Pastors and spiritual 
leaders of the local Roman and 
Greek Catholic churches came to St. 
Vitalii’s to support the faithful of the 
UOC-KP. 

And on May 7 about 500 pro-Rus- 
sian activists of the One Homeland 
civic organization and monks from 
various monasteries of the Moscow 
Patriarchate picketed St Vitalii’s 
Church in Odesa for five hours, pre- 
venting believers of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the Kyiv Patri- 
archate from attending a service in 
the church, which was to be conse- 
crated by Bishop Paisii. 

Picketers shouted curses against 
Kyiv Patriarchate head Patriarch 
Filaret and the leaders of opposition 
parliamentary factions Our Ukraine 
and the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, 
Viktor Yushchenko and Yuliya 
Tymoshenko. 

“This event, of which the local 
authorities had been aware but failed 
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Ukraine wins EDSA Mini-World Cup 


Team Ukraine has won the Edmonton and District Soccer Association’s Mini-World Cup with а 4-2 victory оуег 
Scotland.Pictured above: The victorious team celebrates. Standing Left to right: Richard Teske, Clint Ludtke, 
Mykhaylo Hotsaliuk, Jason Hawreliak, John Hawreliak, Mark Korthuis, Danny Gusberidi, Jamie Belous, Troy 
Hartt, Bill Myskiw — Manager. For more see Page 14 of this issue. 


Якщо Керрі стане президентом США, 
він виконає погрози Олбрайт про 
санкції проти керівництва України? 


(Українська правда)  -Нечесні президентські ви- 
бори в Україні можуть вплинути на ставлення до 
Києва кандидата в президенти США від Демо- 
кратичної партії Джона Керрі у разі його обрання 
президентом Сполучених Штатів. 

Таку думку кореспонденту радіо "Свобода" висло- 
вив зовнішньополітичний радник Керрі Марк 
Медіш. 

Медіш наголосив, що у разі перемоги Керрі на 
виборах в США нова адміністрація не буде байдужа 
до того, як обирали нового президента в Україні. 
Він вважає, що попередження Мадлен Олбрайт щодо 
можливих санкцій проти корумпованих посадовців 
в Україні не є лише поодинокою думкою. 

"Слова Олбрайт відповідають настроям у демо- 
кратичній партії", - сказав він. 

"Якщо українська влада вирішить ізолювати Ук- 
раїну, то їй необхідно буде жити із наслідками цього 
рішення, і ми не зможемо говорити про партнерство. 
Так почнеться новий період втрачених можливос- 
тей", - сказав Медіш. 

"Зрозумійте, весь регіон намагається надолужити 
втрачені десятиліття комуністичного безладдя. І це 
час у житті реальних людей, який можна або загу- 
бити, або наздогнати. I я не вірю, що українська 
влада чи суспільство хочуть отримати таку систему, 
яка існує зараз у Білорусі", - додав Медіш. 

Він також підкреслив, що українці все ж не повин- 
ні сумніватися - шлях на Захід для них відкритий. 

Радник Керрі розкритикував зовнішньополітич- 
ний курс президента Буша: "Чинна політика США 
реалізується через військову силу. З одного боку, 


Буш сповідує ідеологію, яка не дозволяє йому 
занурюватися у проблеми інших держав. Водночас 
він захоплений воєнними загрозами безпеці США 
та війною із тероризмом". 

Америка, говорить Медіш, опинилася ізольова- 
ною у власному чорно-білому ящику, сформованому 
мисленням Буша. В результаті, у Білому домі ігно- 
рують не лише Україну, але й давніх партнерів у 
Європі. Тому, радить Медіш із посмішкою, українці 
не повинні відчувати себе надто ображеними. 

Змінити таку ситуацію може лише політика, яку 
він називає "центристським прагматизмом". Тобто 
усвідомлення важливості багатосторонніх відносин 
та використання невійськових інструментів впливу. 
Водночас, як зазначає Медіш, у відносинах з Укра- 
тною головним для США стане її власний вибір щодо 
напряму руху. 

"Головний ризик для України - це втрачені можли- 
вості щодо її стратегічного вибору. I цей вибір як 
для України, так і для її сусідів полягає у відповіді 
на запитання: яким ми хочемо бачити наступне деся- 
тиліття? Ми хочемо бачити розділену, розколоту 
Європу? Чи ми хочемо подальшого зближення?", - 
запитав Медіш. 

"Чи готові ми на Заході мобілізувати політичні 
та економічні ресурси для того, щоб прийняти Укра- 
їну та інші держави на Сході Європи, які не досяг- 
нули ще стандартів Заходу, але прагнуть до них. Це 
стратегічний вибір, який ми мусимо зробити як на 
Заході, у Вашингтоні та Брюсселі, так і у Києві", - 
додав Марк Медіш, радник кандидата в президенти 
США від Демократичної партії Джона Керрі. 
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ST. ANGELA'S ACADEMY 


BOX 220 
PRELATE SASKATCHEWAN 
CANADA SON 2B0 
PH.: (306) 673-2200 
FAX: (306) 673-2635 
WEB SEARCH: 

ST. ANGELA'S ACADEMY 
A Catholic Boarding High School 
on the beautiful Saskatchewan 
prairies where the Ursuline 
Sisters and Lay Staff 
"EDUCATE FOR LIFE” 
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Чорновіл каже, що "Центр" 
може приєднатися до більшості 


(Українська правда)- Народний депутат, член 
групи "Центр" Тарас Чорновіл заявив, що в наявному 
форматі парламентської більшості депутати групи 
"Центр" не входитимуть до неї. Про це Чорновіл 
заявив 1-го травня, повідомляє УНІАН. 

При цьому він підкреслив, що група "Центр" не 
хоче бути в опозиції. "Ми хочемо бути частиною 
влади в державі і впливати на рішення цієї влади. 
Але для того, щоб група стала частиною парла- 
ментської більшості, необхідно, щоб відбулись сер-- 
йозні переформування і самого поняття влади і B3a— 
ємовідносин влади - тієї самої парламентсько- 
урядової коаліції, яка нас не задовольняє і до якої 
фракція не входить", - сказав він. 

Водночас, група "Центр" не проти стати членом 
більшості, саме тому, за словами Чорновола, 14 з 
17 депутатів групи не написали заяви і таким чином 
формально не припинили членства у більшості - 
щоб "не закривати дороги". 

Він підкреслив, що зараз в більшості відбулись 
деформації, після яких позиція одного депутата 
повністю нівельована, все вирішує координаційна 
рада, до складу якої входять лише керівники фракцій 


більшості. За його словами, депутати групи "Центр" 
"категорично проти" цього, і в такій більшості 
"участі брати не будемо". 

Проте, за словами Чорновола, "Центр" може при-- 
єднатись до більшості, якщо відновляться регулярні 
загальні засідання депутатів більшості і рішення yx— 
валюватиметься прямим голосуванням всіх депу-- 
татів, а не лише керівників фракцій. 

За таких умов Чорновіл не виключив, що не лише 
14 "індивідуальних членів більшості", які входять 
до групи "Центр", у повному обсязі відновлять своє 
членство в більшості, але він, Василь Бартків та 
Олександр Омельченко напишуть заяви про вступ 
до більшості. Але, на переконання Чорновола, зараз 
ніхто не збирається відновлювати "нормальні від- 
носини" у складі більшості. 

Як повідомлялося раніше, 22 квітня у Верховній 
Раді було створено депутатську групу "Центр". До 
її складу увійшли 17 народних депутатів. 

Як зазначив перший заступник голови ВР Адам 
Мартинюк, "це найбільш демократична група у пар-- 
ламенті, бо вних немає лідера", оскільки групу пред-- 
ставляють всі народні депутати. 


Керівник "Радіо Свобода" 
звинувачує Кучму у нападі на пресу 


(Українська правда)- -Президент радіо "Вільна 
Європа/радіо "Свобода" Томас Дайн заявляє, що си- 
туація зі свободою слова в Україні є найбільшим 
розчаруванням на усьому пострадянському просторі. 

Виступаючи у Центрі Вудро Вільсона, Дайн 
зазначив, що у переддень виборів президент Кучма 
придушує свободу слова. 

"Україна обиратиме нового президента в жовтні. 
Але Кучма вирішив залишити своїх дружків при владі. 
Він із жорстокістю накинувся на незалежні ЗМІ - 1 
його головна ціль радіо "Свобода", - сказав Дайн. 

"У лютому, наша головна ретрансляційна мережа 
в Україні, після переходу під контроль оточення 
Кучми, викинула нас з ефіру. У березні київська 
радіостанція, яка за два дні до того почала трансляції 
"Свободи", зазнала нальоту та закриття з боку 
влади", - додав Дайн. 

Він також нагадав, що "у ті ж дні директор іншої 


Україна 
Перші 3 хвилини за 51 
кожна наступна хвил. 33ц 
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Ст. Петерсбург 


Перші 15 хвилин за 51 
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Перші 20 хвилин за 51 
кожна наступна хвил. SL 


Наберіть 10-10-620 перед 
своїм нумером на довгий 
простір та заощадіть. 
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станції був убитий в автоаварії Ha шляху на зустріч 
до представників "Свободи". 

На думку Дайна, "Україна з 48 мільйонами високо 
освіченого населення мала потенціал стати однією 
з великих націй Європи". 

"Але під корумпованим керівництвом президента 
Леоніда Кучми, перед Україною постали складнощі". 
"Вона розбудовує комерційні відносини з Граном, 
Сирією, Лівією, Граком. Адміністрація Кучми агре- 
сивно зруйнувала демократичний процес, найнявши 
армію для проведення брудних РЕ-кампаній та 
відразних операцій. Не дивно, що у Держдепар- 
таменті США та ЄС з'явився вислів "втома від 
України", - заявив Томас Дайн. 

Дайн перед цим розкритикував ситуацію зі свобо- 
дою слова в колишній Югославії. "Однак у порів- 
нянні із ситуацією в колишньому СРСР екс-Югосла- 
вія виглядає як Швейцарія", - зазначив він. 


Герман винна у 
знищенні мережі 
кореспондентів радіо 
"Свобода"? 


(Українська правда) Благодійний правозахисний фонд "Рутенія" 
в Одесі та Партія правозахисту України обвинуватили екс-керівника 
київського бюро радіо "Свобода" Ганну Герман-Стеців у знищенні 
регіональної мережі кореспондентів радіостанції. 

Про це йдеться у поширеній у вівторок заяві "Рутенії", в якій автори 
коментують призначення Ганни Герман прес-секретарем прем'єр- 
міністра Віктора Януковича. 

"Ми стурбовані тим фактом, що саме за часів керівництва 
київського бюро радіостанції "Свобода" |Ганною Герман| було 
фактично знищено регіональну мережу кореспондентів станції. 
Слухачів було позбавлено можливості чути неупереджені новини з 
життя Полтави, Житомира, Вінниці, Дніпропетровська, Чернівців, 
Запоріжжя, Одеси, Миколаєва, Херсону...", - ідеться у заяві. 

"Натомість, до приходу на посаду директора бюро радіо "Свобода" 
у Києві - дуже шанована нами радіостанція мала найбільшу мережу 
кореспондентів в регіонах", - додається в заяві. 

"Знищення цієї мережі особливо небезпечне напередодні 
президентських виборів в Україні. Про реальну "свободу вибору", 
яку готує нам нинішня влада, свідчать події у вищезгаданих нами 
українських містах", - йдеться у заяві. 

Автори заяви вважають за необхідне поновлення трансляції 
програми "Україна регіональна" у вже звичний час - від 22.30 до 23.00 
та з повтором вранці від 08.30 до 09.00. 

Також автори вважають, що дирекція української служби радіо 
"Свобода" має приділити справі відновлення мережі кореспондентів 
у регіонах України особливу увагу. 


mA "Що ж до вчинку Ганни Герман-Стеців, виправдати таку поведінку 


Call the WORLD for $1 


фінансовими питаннями жодним чином неможливо. Віктор Янукович 
має знати - зрадивши радіо "Свобода" колишній директор київського 
бюро здатен зрадити і його... " - йдеться у заяві. 
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Martin wants regular meetings 
with UCC, Goodale says 


By Ed Lysyk, Vice President, 
UCC-Regina Branch 

May 2, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress - Regina Branch, hosted a 
“Meet & Greet” event, which in- 
cluded many of the recent immi- 
grants from Ukraine to Regina. 

Also attending were leaders of the 
various organizations which make 
up the UCC Regina Branch. 

Attending as a special guest was 
Canada’s Minister of Finance, Ralph 
Goodale, who greeted the attendees 
and delivered a short address to 
them. 

Included in his address was his 
belief that we will see in the com- 
ing year and at least on an annual 
basis, meetings occurring between 
Prime Minister Paul Martin and the 
leadership of the national Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress. 

Also addressing the crowd was 
UCC Regina Branch President, 
Orest Warnyca and UCC- 
Saskatchewan Provincial Council 
President, Eugene Krenosky. 


Finance Minister Ralph Goodale speaks to members of Regina’s Ukrai- 
nian community. 


Chinese and Ukrainian Canadians meet 
to discuss redress and federal election 


(UCCLA)—Representatives of the National Con- 
gress of Chinese Canadians, of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Civil Liberties Association and of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress met April 28 in Toronto to begin 
discussions on how to secure resolution of the Ukrai- 
nian and Chinese redress claims, particularly given the 


forthcoming national election. 


Both communities have endorsed Private Member’s 
Bills sponsored by Inky Mark, MP (Dauphin-Swan 
River-Marquette), namely Bill C 331 — The Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Restitution Act and Bill C-333 — The 
Chinese Canadian Recognition and Restitution Act. 
Speaking after the first of what are expected to be sey- 


eral more meetings and events 

Dr Lubomyr Luciuk, UCCLA’s director of research, 
said: “Working together the Chinese and Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian communities can be influential in several fed- 
eral ridings, not only in western Canada, but here in 
Ontario. Both of our communities have negotiated se- 


riously for several years with the federal government 


to right historical injustices. We would very much like 
to see the government resolve these claims before the 
election is held. We note with gratitude that the new 
Conservative Party of Canada has already issued an 
official policy statement in support of redress for the 
Chinese and Ukrainian communities.” 


Court declares Demjanjuk Nazi 
prison guard, denies appeal 


A US appeals court on April 30 
ruled that retired auto worker John 
Demjanjuk had served as a Nazi 
prison guard during World War II 
and should forfeit his US citizen- 
ship, reports Agence France Presse. 

The US 6th circuit court of ap- 
peals said the government had pro- 
vided “clear, unequivocal and con- 
vincing evidence” of Demjanjuk’s 
Nazi connections and it upheld a 
lower court’s decision to strip him 
of his citizenship. 

The Justice Department wel- 
comed the ruling, the latest in the 
Ukrainian native’s 23-year legal 
saga. 

The decision should send a mes- 
sage to “every participant in the 
ghastly Nazi campaign of genocide 
who is still living in this country the 
government will not waiver in its de- 
termination to find you, prosecute 
you, and remove you from the 
United States,” said Eli Rosenbaum, 
director of the department’s Office 
of Special Investigations. 

According to the government, 
Demjanjuk served as an armed 
guard at the Polish concentration 
camps of Sobibor and Majdanek, 
and the forced labor camp of 
Flossenburg in Germany, where 
hundreds of thousands of people 
perished. 

Officials say he was also a mem- 
ber of the SS-run Trawniki unit 
“dedicated to exploiting and exter- 


minating” Jews in Poland. 

Demjanjuk, 84, emigrated to the 
United States in 1952 and settled in 
Cleveland, Ohio. There he worked 
at an auto plant until his retirement. 

When US authorities first brought 
charges against him in the early 
1980s, they believed him to be “Ivan 
the Terrible,” a notorious gas-cham- 
ber operator from the Treblinka 
camp in occupied Poland. 

In 1981, US authorities stripped 
him of his citizenship on grounds he 
lied on his application about his Nazi 
affiliations. He was later extradited 
to Israel, where he was convicted of 
crimes against humanity and sen- 
tenced to death. 

But the Israeli Supreme Court re- 
leased him on appeal, saying there 
was insufficient evidence to show he 
was “Ivan the Terrible,” and he re- 
turned to Ohio in 1993. 

A US court vacated the original 
“denaturalization order” in 1998 
because of the government’s failure 
to provide certain evidence to 
Demjanjuk’s lawyers. 

But the government filed new 
charges in 1999, using Nazi records 
captured by the Soviet army and 
made available to US investigators 
following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, according to the Justice De- 
partment. 

The evidence presented to the 
court included seven Nazi war-time 
documents showing that Demjanjuk 


was a willing” operative at Sobibor, 
where some 90,000 civilians per- 
ished, prosecutors said. 

A Nazi service identity pass iden- 
tified Demjanjuk as having been 
trained at the infamous Trawniki- 
training camp as a member of a unit 
to implement Operation Reinhard, 
the Nazi program to dispossess, ех- 
ploit and murder Jews in Poland. 

Demjanjuk’s lawyers disputed the 
identity of the person pictured on the 
pass. 
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DFAIT/CIDA/CBIE Young Professionals 
International 
2004-2005 Program 


Twelve internships funded by the Department of Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade and the Canadian International Development Agency have now been approved. 
Open to recent college or university graduates between the ages of 19 and 30, currently unem- 
ployed or under-employed, interested in participating in a 6.5 month assignment in Ukraine or 
Azerbaijan. Must be a Canadian citizen or permanent resident. Knowledge of local language is a 
definite asset. 

Deadline for Applications: until all positions are filled. 

Heb депецнвіявз ал Kuh Shipideaation васабі et: 

Send us your resume and statement of interest as well as 2 reference letters and a short 
writing sample to: apruchnicky@cbie.ca or contact Adrian Pruchnicky, Program Coordi- 
nator, at (613) 237-4820 x 244. 


Project undertaken within the Government of Canada’s Youth Employment Strategy, with a contribution from the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT) and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). 


The Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts invites applications for 
the following newly created position: 


Volunteer Coordinator 


We require a flexible, resourceful, and innovative employee to energize 
our volunteers. Excellent prioritizing and communication skills are 
required to help our Board of Directors meet the volunteer resource 
needs of ongoing projects. The successful candidate is a self-motivated 
facilitator with the ability to work independently and assist the BoD. 


| You must have: 
г demonstrated success establishing a volunteer management system 
* the desire and ability to work effectively with diversity 
* a high aptitude and willingness to learn 
* the ability to prioritize well and take initiative 
г the desire to work with little direct supervision 
» intermediate knowledge of office software in a Windows environment 


You might have: 
¢ bilingual Ukrainian/English competence 
» post-secondary education in volunteer management 
» familiarity with Ukrainian Arts in Alberta 
* basic knowledge of HTML and Macromedia Flash 
» certification in volunteer management 


We welcome résumés with a cover letter clearly stating your 
qualifications, by email acuaweb@hotmail.com or by fax (780) 453- 
2948. Please indicate competition #VC2004 in your subject line. 


АСОА 15 а voluntary organization committed to fostering the growth and awareness 
of all Ukrainian art forms in AB. This is a temporary contract requiring some 
evening and weekend work and contingent on our funding sources. 


11708-135A Street, 
. Edmonton, Alberta T5M 1L5 
a : 780-415-5633 
ОЇ ТОЦІЄ | Toll tree 1-877-353-5633 
| чай www.tourukraine.com 
Email: rjstours@shawbiz.ca 


ie Ukraine Tours 2004 


June 7-21 15 day all-inclusive tour of Western Ukraine 
SOLD OUT 

July 5-20 16 day all-inclusive tour of Western Ukraine 
5 SEATS LEFT 


July 19-Aug.2 15 day all-inclusive tour of Ukraine's Crimea 
July 5-Aug.2 29 day all-inclusive tour of Wester Ukraine 
and Ukraine's Crimea 

Our Annual Country Music Tour to 
Nashville, Memphis, Dollywood & Branson 


All our tours are escorted from Canada by Robert J. Tomkins and include 
all taxes, visa, meals, and admissions to all special events. We have 
our own staff in Ukraine, fluent іп English, and they accompany us on all 
tours. We stay in quality hotels and utilize a modern Mercedes Bus 
complete with air conditioning and washrooms. 
For detailed brochures on any of the above tours please call 


| or email us at R.J.'s Tours. 


Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program 
can be heard on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS 
Thur. and Fri. 8-9 pm, Sat. 5-6 pm and Sunday on 
Edmonton's 790 CFCW from 7-9 pm. 


R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


"Where your perfect vacation begins" 


Oct.14-24 


Garnisheed? « Bills Unpaid? « Credit Refused? 
Call Us About: 


vilege, Your Protection, Our Priority” 


ARTHUR WARING CA, CIP 


Правозахисники про | Україну мо 


українських «рабинь» 
у КОСОВІ 


Сергій Драчук, Радіо Свобода 

Міжнародна правозахисна організація 
“Amnesty International” - «Міжнародна 
амністія» - в своєму останньому звіті 
звертає увагу на поневіряння жінок, 
змушених до сексуальної експлуатації в 
Косові. Правозахисники звертають увагу, 
що значну частину тих, хто користувався 
проданими в неволю жінками, становили 
працівники установ ООН та члени 
миротворчих сил під проводом НАТО в 
цьому сербському краї. Чимало з жінок до 
Косова привезено з України. 

Ось що розповіла «Радіо Свобода» 
речниця «Міжнародної амністії» Анніка 
Фленсбург: «Наші дослідження встановили, 
що жінки й дівчата, яких перевозять до 
Косова, - переважно з України, Молдови 
й Болгарії. Так що до Косова незаконно 
перевезено багато українських жінок і 
дівчат, яких там продають у рабство, з них 
знущаються, їх б'ють, гвалтують і по суті 
тримають в ув'язненні в Косові». 

Цих жінок і дівчат там змушують до 
проституції, а Місія ООН у Косові та 
миротворчі сили КейФОР не захищають їх, 
стверджує «Міжнародна амністія». O6yp— 
ливим, за словами правозахисників, є те, 
що саме ті люди, які мали б захищати цих 
жінок 1 дівчат, користаються зі свого 
становища й натомість експлуатують їх, і 
то безкарно. У звіті зазначено, що саме 
іноземці, яких серед мешканців Косова 
близько двох відсотків, становлять відсот-- 
ків двадцять від тих, хто користується 
сексом за гроші; вони ж створюють і 
більшу частину прибутків секс-індустрії в 
Косові, що її різке зростання почалося 
якраз після червня 1999 року, коли цей край 
Сербії потрапив під адміністрацію ООН. 


UKAAINIAN AIALINGS 


www.aerosvit.com 


Кількість закладів у Косові, де експлуа- 
тують незаконно перевезених жінок і 
дівчат, зросла за цей час від 18 до понад 200. 

Місія ООН у Косові в відповідь стверд- 
жує, що звіт «Міжнародної амністії» 
«вельми незбалансований» і «містить 
багато узагальнень». Як мовиться в заяві 
Місії, звіт правозахисників не бере до 
уваги, що людей експлуатують злочинні 
банди, а правоохоронні органи намагаються 
подолати проблему й уже мають певні 
успіхи. 

На думку представників НАТО в Косові, 
звіт застарів, бо ставлення до проблеми вже 
змінилося. Наприклад, військовослужбов-- 
цям заборонено виходити поза межі своїх 
частин у цивільному одязі й відвідувати 
бари та нічні клуби. 

«Міжнародна амністія» закликає НАТО 
й ООН домогтися, щоби було притягнено 
до відповідальності підозрюваних у зло- 
чинах, пов'язаних із торгівлею жінками. 
Натепер, кажуть правоохоронці, персонал 
ООН та миротворці «загалом недоторканні 
для переслідування». У звіті зазначено, що 
лише за даними Місії ООН від січня 2002 
року до липня 2003-го від 22 до 27 війсь- 
ковослужбовців сил КейФОР підозрюва-- 
лися в правопорушеннях, пов'язаних 13 
торгівлею жінками, але немає жодних 
свідчень, що хоч когось покарали. У цьому 
контексті «Амнесті Інтернашнал» називає, 
зокрема, російських, а також німецьких і 
французьких миротворців. 

Нагадаю, що в миротворчих силах у 
Косові служать і українські військовики. 
Але Фленсбург каже: «Ми не маємо жодних 
конкретних звинувачень, що стосувались 
би українських військовослужбовців у 
Косові». 
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жуть позбавити 


членства у Раді Європи 


(Українська правда) - Парламентська 
асамблея Ради Європи може поставити 
питання про виключення України з цієї 
організації, якщо в країні не буде проведено 
чесні вибори. 

Чака вимога міститься в звіті Конгресу 
місцевих та регіональних влад при Раді 
Європи щодо подій у Мукачевому, пові- 
домляє Інститут масової інформації. 

Конгрес місцевих та регіональних влад 
при Раді Європи пропонує представити на 
обговорення під час червневої сесії Парла-- 
ментської Асамблеї Ради Європи затверд-- 
жений 4-го травня звіт стосовно виборів 
міського голови Мукачевого. Документ 
передбачає визнати вибори недійсними i 
призначити повторні вибори у цьому місті. 
Делегація Конгресу констатувала цілий 
список грубих порушень виборчого 
процесу і передвиборної кампанії. 

Зокрема, "абсурдні судові бої різних 
судових інстанцій з незрозумілою 
юрисдикцією тривали аж до дня виборів, 
коли кандидати регулярно викреслювалися 
й відновлювалися у списках". 

Представник Конгресу констатували 
численні факти купівлі голосів. "I хоча 
довести покупку голосу майже неможливо, 
у день виборів Конгрес спостерігав чис- 
ленні групи циганів на виборчих дільницях, 
багато хто з них не вміли ні читати, ні 
писати, і запитували, як треба голосувати. 
З розмов між ними було зрозуміло, що по-- 
літика їх не цікавить, і що деяким з них було 
заплачено за те, щоб вони віддали голоси 
тому, кому треба", - говориться в звіті. 

"Спостерігалася також небувала кіль- 
кість представників правоохоронних Opra— 
нів на й біля дільниць, спостерігачі Hapaxo— 
вували до 15 міліціонерів у будинках. 
Проте, групи зухвалих молодиків, яких уже 
помітили під час передвиборної кампанії, 
були допущені на дільниці, як "персонал 
охорони", вони жорстоко викидали 
журналістів і спостерігачів, погрожували", 
- зазначається в ньому. 

В звіті зазначається, що на дільниці 8 
скінхеди побили незалежного спостерігача. 
"У складі виборчої комісії допущені 
серйозні порушення. 90% членів явно 
підтримували кандидата СДПУ (о). І тільки 
10% можна було розглядати як 
прихильників "Нашої України". Процедура 
призначення виборчих комісій була явно 
невідповідною", відзначає Конгрес 
місцевих та регіональних влад. 

Конгрес заявляє, що неофіційні резуль- 
тати виборів відповідали тим результатам, 
що зібрала делегація Конгресу. Згідно з 
цими неофіційними даними, переміг кан-- 
дидат Балога із відривом у 5 тисяч голосів. 
Конгрес дійшов наступних висновків щодо 
виборів у Мукачевому: 

Делегація спостерігачів Конгресу була 
"сильно розчарована підготовкою, самим 
ходом і результатами повторних виборів 
мера Мукачевого. На тлі зростаючої на- 
пруги у відносинах між владою і полі- 
тичною опозицією, мукачівські вибори 
набули абсолютно небачених пропорцій, 
ставши об'єктом загальнонаціональної 1 
міжнародної уваги, ставши для більшості 


пробою майбутніх президентських виборів 
в Україні". 

Конгрес місцевих та регіональних влад 
зазначає, що події перед виборами He забез- 
печили необхідних умов для проведення 
вільних і чесних виборів, а також мало 
місце незаконне "втручання в процес влади 
найвищого рівня, включаючи залучення 
правоохоронних сил і невпізнаних угрупо-- 
вань з явно кримінальними елементами". 

"Величезна судова плутанина, коли різні 
суди виносили суперечливі постанови у 
справах, що мають відношення до вибор-- 
чого процесу, передбачуваність цих судів і 
їхніх судових рішень відповідно до інте- 
ресів головних політичних сил викликають 
серйозні сумніви щодо незалежності 
судової системи в цій країні", - зазначає 
Конгрес місцевих та регіональних влад. 

"Виборча кампанія не створила рівних 
можливостей для кандидатів, влада втру- 
чалася безпосередньо в кампанію одного з 
кандидатів, 1 в мас-медіа була помітна груба 
упередженість. Склад виборчої комісії був 
далеко не урівноважений, i територіальна 
виборча комісія явно одержала вказівку 
підтримувати провладного кандидата", — 
говориться в звіті. 

Конгрес також наголошує, що незважа- 
ючи на "серйозні порушення в день вибо-- 
рів", "маніпуляції із додатковими списками 
виборців і випадками покупки голосів ви- 
борців", результати "паралельних неофі- 
ційних підрахунків" голосів показали, що 
"громадяни Мукачевого поки ще здатні 
виявити свою волю". 

"Однак під час остаточного зведення да- 
них у таблиці (остаточних підрахунків) 
мало місце шахрайство великого масштабу, 
ТВК свідомо підробляла результати, CTBO— 
рюючи цим величезний розрив між 
офіційними результатами 1 волевиявленням 
громадян", - відзначається в звіті. 

Делегація спостерігачів Конгресу була 
особливо стурбована подіями в Мукаче- 
вому через наявну в суспільстві думку, що 
ці вибори були "генеральною репетицією" 
майбутніх президентських виборів. 

"Було страшно бачити, як влада держави 
- члена Ради Європи проводить свою 


лолітику: залякуючи спостерігачів, б'ючи 


членів парламенту, вриваючись на виборчі 
дільниці і розтоптуючи волю народу, 
цинічно підробляючи результати виборів", 
- говориться в звіті. 

"Конгрес разом з ПАРЄ i Комітетом 
міністрів Ради Європи повинен направити 
рішуче попередження українській владі, 
заявляючи, що якщо вона буде продов- 
жувати діяти так, як діяла в Мукачевому, 
якщо вона не буде здатна забезпечити чесні 
і вільні вибори в країні, будь це вибори 
міського голови чи президента, мандат 
українських представників в організаціях 
Ради Європи буде поставлено під сумнів, і 
членство України в самій організації може 
бути під питанням, наголошує Конгрес. 

Конгрес закликає українську владу 
визнати недійсними офіційні результати 
виборів 18 квітня в Мукачевому, почати 
розслідування порушень виборчого 
процесу і покарати винних". 


Медведчук заблокував представників опозиційної 
Львівщини на шляху до конгресу ПАРЄ 


(Українська правда) «Конгрес місцевих 
і регіональних влад, який діє при Парла- 
ментській асамблеї Ради Європи, проходи-- 
тиме без представників від Львівщини. 

Про це повідомила Депутат Львівської 
облради Лариса Федорів, передає радіо 
"Німецька хвиля". 

Федорів, яка була делегована від Львів- 
щини, однак з незрозумілих причин не 
увійшла до остаточного списку, який зат- 
верджують в адміністрації президента, 
вважає, що це є умисною і цілеспрямова-- 
ною політикою президентської адмініс-- 
трації. 

Ha ii думку, ігнорування однієї з найбільш 
населених областей України, до того ж 
прикордонної з ЄС, є прямим порушенням 
права депутата та статутних умов 


Конгресу. 

"Кожна сесія має важливе значення, тут 
ми виховуємося демократії у самовряду- 
ванні, і воно нам було би до снаги, особливо 
тепер, коли йдуть президентські вибори, а 
Львівщина як п'ємонт демократії, як 
область, яка межує з ЄС, випала повністю", 
- вважає Федорів. 

Загалом Україну на конгресі представля- 
тимуть 24 особи. Переважно це делегати з 
Криму, Центральних та Східних областей 
країни, представники пропрезидентських 
партій, зауважила Лариса Федорів. 

Депутати облради надіслали звернення до 
генерального секретаря Ради Європи та до 
президента України, де інформують про 
неврівноваженість у формуванні складу 
делегації. 
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Some charges dropped against Lazarenko|Kuchma says Ukraine’s place is in 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—In a trial that began on March 
15 and which has received almost no cover- 
age in the Ukrainian media, Lazarenko was 
indicted on charges of mail fraud, money laun- 
dering, conspiracy to commit money launder- 
ing, and interstate transportation of stolen 
property. Lazarenko’s trial is the second such 
proceeding brought against a former foreign 
leader in the United States. The first was 
against former Panamanian dictator Manuel 
Noriega. 

Justin Kane of the Center for Investigative 
Journalism in San Francisco told RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service: “All charges related to 
[Unified] Energy Systems of Ukraine [UESU] 
and opposition leader Yuliya Tymoshenko 
were dismissed. The judge also dismissed all 
charges connected to the energy company 
Itera, the alleged extortion of businessman 
Oleksiy Dydyatkovskyy, and the sale of pre- 
fabricated homes to the Ukrainian govern- 
ment. 

“T_azarenko’s acquittal on charges of wire 
fraud and transportation of stolen property 
leaves 28 counts in the indictment, all related 
to Lazarenko’s alleged extortion of his former 
partner, Petro Kyrychenko, and the alleged 
fraud at the Naukovy State Farm. Prosecu- 
tors had already dropped two additional 
charges on Wednesday afternoon.” The rul- 
ing substantially undermined the prosecutors’ 
case against Lazarenko, casting doubt on 
whether they can convince jurors that 
Lazarenko violated both U.S. and Ukrainian 
law. In his order, Judge Jenkins agreed with 
the defense’s arguments that the prosecutors 


had not established a violation of Ukrainian 
law for the charges he dismissed. 

“The judge consistently rejected the 
government’s theories that Lazarenko had 
defrauded the Ukrainian government and had 
deprived Ukrainian citizens of his honest ser- 
vices,” Kane said. 

Judge Jenkins concluded that “the govern- 
ment has utterly failed to establish material 
harm” to the Ukrainian people or government. 
He also dismissed a government claim that 
Lazarenko had defrauded RAO Gazprom in 
the course of his actions during the restruc- 
turing of the Ukrainian gas industry. 

Judge Jenkins left a majority of the charges 
in the indictment standing. Writing in his re- 
sponse to a request by the defense to acquit 
their client under rule 29(a) of the Federal 
Rule of Criminal Procedure, Judge Jenkins 
stated that the government had presented suf- 
ficient evidence “that a reasonable juror could 
find beyond a reasonable doubt that Mr. 
Lazarenko committed extortion with respect 
to Mr. Kyrychenko” and did not honor the 
defense’s request to drop this charge. 

Kyrychenko testified on behalf of the gov- 
ernment at the trial. 

Lazarenko was prime minister of Ukraine 
from May 1996 to July 1997. He was detained 
in February 1999 attempting to enter the 
United States on an invalid visa and soon af- 
terward was arrested and indicted. His defense 
team maintains that he is the victim of perse- 
cution by the government of President Leonid 
Kuchma. Lazarenko spent almost five years 
in federal detention in San Francisco before 
his trial began in mid-March. 


Polls show Yanukovych closing the gap 


By Taras Kuzio 

(RFE/RL)—A debate has raged in Ukraine 
this month over the authenticity of poll num- 
bers for Viktor Yanukovych, the pro-Kuchma 
candidate in this year’s October election. Pro- 
Opposition activists have questioned how 
Yanukovych’s ratings could have grown so 
suddenly and nearly reached those of the main 
opposition candidate, Viktor Yushchenko. 

The debate has centered primarily on how 
it has come to pass that Yanukovych, who 
entered the race only in mid-April, has man- 
aged to catch up so quickly to Yushchenko. 
There have been three polls conducted since 
Yanukovych entered the race, each assuming 
that Yushchenko would face Yanukovych in 
the second round of this year’s elections. The 
results, all favoring Yushchenko but showing 
Yanukovych with strong support, were 32:23 
(Razumov Center), 37:33 (Democratic Initia- 
tives/Sotsis), and 33:30 percent (Kyiv Inter- 
national Institute of Sociology). 

A May opinion poll by the National Insti- 
tute of Strategic Studies, a presidential think 
tank, confirmed this trend. More Ukrainians 
believe Yanukovych will be Ukraine’s next 
president (26 percent) than do those who think 
Yushchenko will win the election (20 percent). 
In past elections the votes of the undecided, 
or of those given in round one to unpopular 
candidates, tend to go to the candidate who is 
seen as the likely victor. 

Yushchenko has had relatively stable rat- 
ings of 23-30 percent since his government 
was removed in April of 2001 in a joint vote 
of no confidence by pro-Kuchma centrists and 
the Communist Party. This high and stable 
rating gave the opposition a false sense of se- 
curity because of the low popularity figures 
that have attached to President Leonid 
Kuchma and his allies, all of whom suffered 
political damage from the Kuchmagate cri- 
sis. 

But Yushchenko’s own popularity failed to 
rise after his Our Ukraine bloc came in first, 
with 23 percent, in the proportional half of 
the 2002 parliamentary elections. And 
Yushchenko’s popularity has eroded danger- 
ously since last year, from 23 to 21 percent. 

Unlike the authorities, who are fielding a 
single candidate (Yanukovych), the opposi- 
tion will be divided between two candidates, 
Communist Party leader Petro Symonenko 

and Yushchenko. The Communists hate 
Yushchenko and the “Nashists” (a play on 
“Nasha Ukrayina,” resembling “Nazis’”’) more 
than they despise Kuchma. Prior to April those 
in the pro-Kuchma camp had no candidate 
because they focused their energy on adopt- 


ing constitutional changes. The second most 
popular candidate in polls was therefore 
Symonenko. 

This changed after the failure to adopt con- 
stitutional changes on April 8. Five days later 
Yanukovych was promoted as the Kuchma 
camp’s candidate. Yanukovych and his Party 
of Regions “party of power” from the Donbas 
were in fact not overly displeased at the fail- 
ure of the constitutional reforms. After all, the 
failure meant that if their candidate emerges 
victorious, he will now inherit all of Kuchma’s 
powers. 

The recent growth in Yanukovych’s ratings 
should be seen against the background of the 
8-11 percent ratings he garnered personally 
before he was declared to be the pro-Kuchma 
candidate. That is to say, the higher ratings of 
23-33 percent apply to Yanukovych as the 
consolidated candidate of the authorities in 
round two of an election vote. 

Most polls, such as those by the reputable 
Razumkov Center, give Yushchenko up to a 
ten percent lead in round two. This is, in and 
of itself, a good launching pad for the elec- 
tions. But it is insufficient to guarantee a vic- 


tory. 
Yanukovych’s access to “administrative re- 
sources” — that is, the levers of power 


wielded by the state — could overcome the 
narrow gap that separates him from 
Yushchenko. Yanukovych also has greater 
access to television and the financial resources 
of Ukraine’s wealthiest oligarchic clan, which 
is based in the Donbas. 

An important factor that is likely to influ- 
ence the elections is the huge public distrust 
that exists toward the authorities. Low levels 
of trust can be expected to lead to a high level 
of negative voting in round two, as occurred 
in the 1999 elections. Polls in Ukraine con- 
sistently show that, among the country’s well 
known politicians and this year’s candidates, 
Yushchenko has the lowest number of voters 
who say they will never vote for him. 

At the same time, various polls have found 
that 60-70 percent of Ukrainians do not be- 
lieve that the election this year will be free 
and fair. Many Ukrainians believe that 
Yushchenko will obtain the highest number 
of votes, but that Yanukovych will still be 
declared the victor by the Central Election 
Committee. 

As Our Ukraine deputy Mykola Tomenko 
explained, falsification of the election results 
can be expected to work in Yanukovych’s fa- 
vor. This is because “After the events in 
Mukachevo people say that the authorities will 
decide who will be victorious”. 
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Yushchenko blames president for integration failure 


(RFE/RL)—Leonid Kuchma has congratu- 
lated the leaders of Cyprus, the Czech Repub- 
lic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Malta, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia on join- 
ing the EU, Interfax reported on May 4, quot- 
ing the presidential press service. 

“Ukraine has always welcomed the process 
of EU enlargement as a logical and insepa- 
rable component of [the policy of] strength- 
ening common European values [and] expand- 
ing the area of stability, security, prosperity, 
and democracy on the European continent,” 
Kuchma said in a congratulatory telegrain. 

“At the same time, we are convinced that 
the large-scale project named “United Europe” 
that is being implemented today will not ac- 
quire a logical completion without Ukraine.” 

However, EU President Romano Prodi has 
said there are no prospects for Ukraine and 
Belarus to become EU members, the “Finan- 
cial Times” reported on May 3. 

According to Prodi, who steps down in 
October, the EU would likely be complete 
after admitting the three outstanding appli- 
cants — Bulgaria, Romania, and Turkey — 
and the countries of the western Balkans, in- 
cluding Croatia and Serbia-Montenegro. 

Instead of offering EU membership to other 
countries, Prodi predicted the creation of a 
“ring of friends” for Europe — a zone of co- 
operation stretching from the Baltic Sea 
through the Middle East to North Africa. 

Reacting to Prodi’s statement, Prime Min- 
ister Viktor Yanukovych on May 6 said Euro- 
pean integration remains the country’s basic 
foreign-policy priority, Interfax reported. 

“Ukraine is not changing its strategic 
plans,” Yanukovych said.”We must build a 
Europe in our state.” 

Three days earlier Yanukovych said the 
country’s potential EU membership is of sec- 
ondary importance to raising the standard of 
living in the country to Western European 
standards in an interview in Kyiv with RFE/ 


RL’s Ukrainian Service. 

“Will it matter for Ukrainians whether they 
are in the EU or not if they start to live as 
well as [EU citizens]?” Yanukovych said. 

715 it not better for us, figuratively speak- 
ing, to build a Brussels in Donetsk or Lviv, 
instead of traveling to this European capital 
in a third-class train car?” 

Yanukovych also told RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service that Ukraine and Russia should simul- 
taneously join the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), despite the fact that Kyiv is some- 
what ahead of Russia in accession talks with 
the WTO. 

“What will Russia do if Ukraine becomes 
a WTO member ahead of Russia?” 
Yanukovych said. 

“We should take this into account, since the 
(Ukrainian-Russian annual] trade turnover of 
$20 billion is a serious matter.... The reason 
tells us that we should act synchronically.” 

Meanwhile, Our Ukraine leader Viktor 
Yushchenko said in a statement on April 29 
that Ukraine’s absence among the new EU 
members and even among candidates to join 
the EU in the foreseeable future is the most 
“eloquent” outcome of President Kuchma’s 
10 years in office, UNIAN reported. 

“Everything possible and impossible has 
been done to make the regime’s domestic 
policy a formidable challenge to the European 
community, because it contradicts basic Eu- 
ropean values,” Yushchenko added. 

According to Yushchenko, Kuchma is try- 
ing to make up for the “resounding failure of 
his European policy” by pursuing the Single 
Economic Space (SES) project with Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, and Russia. 

“The text of the [SES] treaty shows that this 
project is political populism, which is eco- 
nomically disadvantageous for Ukraine, or a 
political bribe to secure [Russia’s] support 
during the presidential campaign,” 
Yushchenko said. 


Violent protests mark patriarch’s visit 


Cont. from P. 1 


to prevent, resulted in a flagrant violation of 
the constitutional rights of local believers of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv 
Patriarchate,” the secretary of the Odesa 
eparchial department of the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church of the Kyiv Patriarchate, 
Hegumen Havryyil, has told UNIAN in an 
interview. “People had to walk into their own 
temple this morning literally through a corri- 
dor of Ukrainian-haters, who shouted: "Ап 
anathema on Filaret,’ held other insulting slo- 
gans and grabbed some of the older female 
parishioners by the arm, leaving some of them 
in tears.” 

It was only thanks to support from a big 
group of parishioners, who are members of 
the local Ukrainian Brotherhood headed by 
Roman Devyatov, that priests and Bishop 
Paisii managed to enter St Vitalii’s Church. 

“Hundreds of well-organized law offend- 
ers, including Russian citizens, with the con- 
nivance of the local authorities, tried to strip 
Odesa residents of the right to the free choice 
of a religious denomination,” the eparchial 


secretary stressed. “Despite these illegal acts, 
which were aimed against believers and the 
patriarch of Kyiv and all Ukraine-Rus, head 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv 
Patriarchate, Filaret, the ceremony to conse- 
crate the church did take place. The sched- 
uled visit to Odesa region by Patriarch Filaret, 
whom thousands of Orthodox believers are 
looking forward to meeting on their land, will 
also be held regardless.” 

Hegumen Havryyil believes that the inci- 
dent was intended “to incite sectarian hatred 
and to stage mass street clashes” and once 
again demonstrates the methods that are be- 
ing used in relations with believers of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv Pa- 
triarchate by “the pro-Moscow figures and 
pastors of the church. Odesa residents have 
had the chance to see for themselves that the 
authorities and law-enforcement bodies are 
turning a blind eye to illegal actions by orga- 
nized groups of people, who stop thousands 
of citizens from fulfilling their constitutional 
right to freedom of religion and the choice of 
a denomination.” 


Pope: Ukraine bridge between peoples and cultures 


(VIS)—May 7 John Paul II received the 
credentials of the new ambassador of Ukraine, 
Grygorii Fokovych Khoruzhyi. He told him 
that the people of Ukraine “feel part of Eu- 
rope due to the traditions and culture that char- 
acterize them and they want to establish a 
more intense relationship with the other na- 
tions on the continent, while preserving their 
own political and cultural characteristics.” 

“Ukraine,” he continued, “will be able to 
better develop its mission as a bridge between 
different peoples and cultures, while maintain- 
ing intact its own unique identity. Working 
actively in spiritual, social, political and eco- 
nomic matters, it will be able to become a sig- 
nificant laboratory of dialogue, development 
and cooperation for all.” 

The Holy Father emphasized that the Gospel 
*has shaped life, culture and institutions, and 
therefore, Ukraine has the great responsibility 
of understanding, defending and promoting its 
Christian heritage, a distinctive trait of the na- 


tion, which remained undamaged, even during 
thee unfortunate dictatorship of communism.” 

After highlighting the Ukrainian 
government’s interest in religious freedom, 
the Pope expressed the desire that “a legal 
definition of churches be decided upon soon, 
based on effective equality for all, and that, 
at the same time, agreements can be reached 
on the teaching of religion and recognition 
by the State of theology as a university disci- 
pline. In addition, I hope that the stipulated 
agreements are satisfying on the delicate topic 
of the restitution of confiscated Church goods 
during the communist dictatorship.” 

On May 5, during a ceremony in Ukraine 
attended by Archbishop Leonardo Sandri, 
substitute for General Affairs of the Secre- 
tariat of State, Ukrainian governmental offi- 
cials returned to the Catholic Church a build- 
ing which was once the residence of the 
Catholic bishop of Lviv of the Latins and was 
later confiscated by the Communist regime. 
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Hit Ukraine’s oligarchs 
where it hurts 


Unlike President George W. Bush, who seems to close his eyes to any 
abuses perpetrated by an autocrat who supports his ill-advised invasion 
and subsequent occupation of Iraq, or any other unilateral U.S. foreign 
policy initiative for that matter, the U.S. Democratic Party has been con- 
sistent in its demand that Ukrainian authorities respect human rights. Some 
of the more innovative sanction proposals have come from former U.S. 
Secretary of Sate Madeleine K. Albright and Mark Medish, a foreign policy 
adviser to Democratic candidate John Kerry. 

Key among these is a refusal to give visas to high ranking Ukrainian 
officials, a step already tried and tested with Belarus and Moldova’s sepa- 
ratist Trans-Dniestr enclave, as well as putting under scrutiny the bank 
accounts of Ukraine’s oligarchs, such as those held by presidential admin- 
istration head Viktor Medvedchuk in the Virgin Islands. The United States 
has already adopted an act limiting entry to the United States for politi- 
cians accused of corruption in their own countries. 

What is particularly good about such sanctions is that they directly hit 
the corrupt elite running Ukraine, instead of the long-suffering people. 

One of the drawbacks of many economic sanction measures is that they 
tend to hit the most vulnerable members of society, who are already vic- 
timized by the dictatorial regime they are forced to live under. Such was 
the case with the sanctions imposed upon Iraq prior to the U.S. invasion. 

But the actions proposed by the U.S. Democrats are directly targeting 
the ruling elite, and are hitting them precisely where it is going to hurt the 
most — in their laundered bank accounts. 

Considering Ukraine’s strategic geopolitical location, straddling the New 
Europe and the New Eurasia, it is of vital importance for all Western coun- 
tries, Canada included, to adopt such measures that are necessary to spur 
that country towards democratic development and reverse the continuing 
slide into neo-totalitarianism. 

In doing so, it is also critical to hit the ruling oligarchs where it hurts 
and not victimize the population through collateral damage. Such initia- 
tives as those cited above are a good example to follow. 


Make your voice heard 


There was no Canadian election call as of the day this issue of Ukrai- 
nian News went to press. However, it is widely expected that the writ will 
be dropped presently and the date will be set for June 28. 

To reiterate what we have stated in this space previously, it is impera- 
tive for the Ukrainian community to make its voice be heard on a number 
of issues. The Ukrainian Canadian Congress has proposed using “people 
power’, namely getting members of our community to present their posi- 
tion papers to their respective candidates and following that up with ques- 
tions, as one approach. (See Ukrainian News, April 14-27, 2004). That is 
a very valid suggestion. 

In Edmonton, the Ukrainian Professional and Business Association has 
tentatively scheduled an Election Forum for representatives of the major 
parties to address issues pertaining to our community. More details will 
be available in the next issue. 

Undoubtedly there will be similar initiatives launched in other commu- 
nities. 

The upcoming election will provide an opportunity for our community 
to make our voice be heard on those issues which are important to us. 
Let’s ensure that it is indeed heard. 
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Deportation on hold 


By Peter Worthington, The Toronto Sun, May 4, 2004 

The Liberal government's policy of deporting сег- 
tain people without appeal or legal representation has 
been dealt a devastating setback. 

Mr. Justice R. D. Reilly of Ontario’s Superior Court 
has ordered a “stay” in proceedings to strip Helmut 
Oberlander of his citizenship and deport him. 

While the government is appealing the ruling, Jus- 
tice Reilly’s findings throw into doubt the whole pro- 
cess of how citizenship is revoked and subsequent de- 
portation. 

The targets of a succession of immigration ministers 
are mostly aging Ukrainians and Germans who as teen- 
agers were conscripted or forced to work for Nazi units 
in World War II. 

None have committed war crimes as such, but all 
are deemed to have “probably” lied or omitted telling 
immigration officials of their background when enter- 
ing Canada. The word “probably” is necessary because 
there is no proof. Records dating back 50 years have 
been destroyed. 

Justice Reilly was dealing specifically with the case 
of Oberlander, 80, who lives in Kitchener. While he 
passed no judgment on the truth of charges, Justice 
Reilly had plenty to say about the process whereby citi- 
zenship is revoked. 

The government wanted quashed Oberlander’s mo- 
tion that the case against him should be tossed out. The 
judge disagreed. 

Justice Reilly noted it was the minister of citizen- 
ship and immigration who made the report recommend- 
ing revocation and deportation. This was submitted to 
cabinet which authorized at least four ministers to make 
a decision — one of them being the minister of immi- 
gration. 

And the whole process was conducted in secrecy, 
which the government lawyer, Donald MacIntosh, in- 
sisted was necessary for cabinet confidentiality. Al- 
though Oberlander sought to make direct presentation 
to the tribunal, this was refused — even though his 
accuser who wrote the report urging revocation of citi- 
zenship was on the panel. In effect, the report was “rub- 
ber-stamped.” 

As well, Oberlander’s fate was decided at a secret 


tribunal by unidentified ministers and with no right of 
appeal. 

Justice Reilly seemed to agree with Oberlander’s law- 
yer, Eric Hafemann, that such secrecy was “an affront 
to any proper concept of fundamental justice,” as did 
the whole process. 

The issue is: Confidentiality amounting to complete 
secrecy has no place in a proceeding resulting in the 
revocation of citizenship. 

Justice Reilly said: “I can think of no consequence 
apart from ... imprisonment in a penitentiary, which 
would be more significant to a responsible citizen than 
the loss of that citizenship ... revocation must accord 
with the principle of fundamental justice.” 

He noted that although Oberlander had been an up- 
standing citizen for over 40 years, since the revocation 
of citizenship among the freedoms he has lost are mo- 
bility and “the right to vote or ... to run for office.” 

Mr. Justice Andrew MacKay who investigated the 
charges, found that Oberlander (at age 17) had worked 
as a translator for Nazi death squads, but no evidence 
that he was a former member in the Sicherheitzpolizei 
un SD (a Nazi death squad), and “no evidence he par- 
ticipated in the execution of civilians,” and no evidence 
he was involved in war crimes or crimes against hu- 
manity was found. However, he was a translator in 
Einsatzkommando 10A, a notorious killing machine. 

Justice MacKay has noted that Oberlander “probably 
misrepresented such membership when he applied for 
immigration to Canada.” 

In his ruling, Justice Reilly noted: “I grant relief to 
the applicant, Helmut Oberlander ... (and) dismiss the 
government’s motion for a stay of Mr. Oberlander’s 
motion and application.” 

He added that Oberlander “would be at risk of suf- 
fering irreparable harm if the inquiry were to continue 
before issues raised by the application are dealt with.” 

If Justice Reilly’s findings stands, the judgment will 
apply to others in a similar situation — notably 
Toronto’s Wasyl Olynsky who as a Ukrainian teenager 
was forced into a Nazi unit on pain of death to his fam- 
ily. 

Rather than appeal, the government should go straight 
to the Supreme Court of Canada for a ruling. 


Day to remember the victims 


By Michael Coren, Calgary Sun, May 1, 2004 

Today is May Day. And it’s a good thing working 
people can claim a day as their own and celebrate their 
efforts and triumphs. But the day has also been used 
over the decades to proclaim socialism and commu- 
nism and to wave the red flag. It is supposed to be the 
colour of justice and equality. Unfortunately, it is more 
the colour of blood. 

From coast to coast to coast this country is popu- 
lated with victims of socialist states. Russia, Ukraine 
and the various Soviet republics. Poland and the other 
East European nations raped by Moscow. China, Viet- 
nam and an assortment of African and Middle Eastern 
countries ravaged by Marxism at different times in their 
history. 

So much loss, so much pain. 

One of the tragedies of our time, of any time, is the 
agonies of these various nationalities have not been 
commemorated in the way they deserve. 

Which is where we dip into potentially dangerous 
waters. 

The Holocaust is certainly remembered, and should 
be. Genocide is a specific crime, and the attempt to 
expunge the Jews and any trace of their existence from 
Earth was an unparalleled horror. 

But the Soviet slaughter of tens of millions of people 
in specified ethnic groups has simply not been recalled 
with sufficient vigour and, consequently, condemna- 
tion of the killers. Dark, dim people try to blame other 
victims for this. To be specific, some blame the Jews. 

The twisted notion put out by some is that memory 
of the Holocaust makes it impossible to suitably re- 
member other tragedies. 

Some evil oafs even blame Jews specifically for the 
crimes themselves, or the crime of forgetting. 

Ancient hatred and ancient stupidity. Victim should 
not bite victim. 

The commonality here, and one that should be writ- 
ten in stone, is in the fraternity of suffering. 

Yes, Karl Marx was of Jewish origin but was also an 
anti-Semite who wanted the Jewish religion to disap- 
pear. He made racist comments about people of colour 
and believed in mass extermination of anyone who 
dared disagree with him and his ideas. 

There may have been some Jewish figures around 


Lenin and Stalin, but the mass of Jewish people were 
too busy trying to stay alive, or burying their dead, to 
bother about politics. 

Stalin was a monster, and murdered millions of 
Ukrainians, Poles and other national groups within his 
control. He was about to kill Russia’s Jews when he 
died. 

We must remember the gulags, torture, genocide and 
rapes started with Lenin and from its beginnings So- 
viet communism was founded on violence and death. 

In fact, any collectivist ideology has to include some 
sort of blood cult. The idea that people are anonymous 
members of a group rather than precious individuals 
will always lead to tragedy. 

So on this day, let us remember the people of Ukraine 
who were starved, beaten and murdered. Let us remem- 
ber the Soviet guards outside enormous food centres, 
watching as Ukrainian children died of hunger. Let us 
remember how the New York Times denied this was 
happening. Let us also remember the Times knew of 
the Holocaust and yet never gave it more than a token 
mention. 

Let us remember the Poles — their best and bright- 
est killed by Marxist socialists from the east and Na- 
tional Socialists from the west. Let us remember that 
the gangster Stalin prevented Polish Battle of Britain 
pilot heroes from marching in London’s 1945 victory 
parade, so obsessed was he with snuffing out Polish 
identity. 

Let us remember ethnic Germans murdered and trans- 
ported by the Soviets. Let us remember the millions 
killed in the new Marxist dawn of Cambodia, some of 
them simply because they were able to read and write. 

Let us remember The Cultural Revolution in China, 
with blood running under the doors of the mass pris- 
ons — and clever people in the West lauding China’s 
Communist leadership for its actions. 

Let us remember the boat people of Vietnam fleeing 
firing squads and concentration camps. 

Let us remember all who died because of a twisted 
philosophy. 

For those I did not mention by name, forgive me. 
There are just so many to list. 

Therein lies the gory tale. 
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Yushchenko speak hazily |The Kremlin’s battle for Ukraine 
on future policies 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—Some critics of Ukrainian op- 
position leader Viktor Yushchenko, who are 
sympathetically concerned about his chances 
to win the Oct. 31 presidential election, have 
begun to complain that Yushchenko is too pas- 
sive — or even inexcusably late — in promot- 
ing his presidential bid in general and present- 
ing his vision of Ukraine after a possible vic- 
tory in particular. This deficiency is particu- 
larly worrisome, they argue, considering the 
fact that Yushchenko, in contrast to his antici- 


Yanukovych — cannot count on a full-fledged 
and objective promotional campaign on the 
country’s television channels and radio stations, 
which are mostly controlled by the government 
or pro-government oligarchs. 

An extended interview with Yushchenko 
posted on the “Ukrayinska pravda” website оп 
May 5 was seemingly intended to calm some 
of the aforementioned worries. However, the 
interview may disappoint readers looking for 
clear-cut answers about how Ukraine under 
President Viktor Yushchenko might differ from 
that under President Leonid Kuchma. At worst, 
Yushchenko was vague, ambiguous, and nebu- 
lous in the interview and at best his pronounce- 
ments were reserved and noncommittal. 

Asked whether he still hopes that Our 
Ukraine can field a joint presidential candidate 
with the Socialist Party of Oleksandr Moroz, 
Yushchenko said this is possible but added im- 
mediately that Moroz — under the influence 
of “intrigues” — has begun to drift away from 
the opposition and the accords that were con- 
cluded by Our Ukraine, the Yuliya Tymoshenko 
Bloc, the Socialists, and the Communists 
“nearly a year ago.” 

“Tt is natural to a certain extent that our ac- 
cords were abandoned by the Communists,” 
Yushchenko said. “There are differences be- 
tween us and the Communists as regards an- 
swering the question: “What will happen after 
the change of the authorities?’” 

“Undoubtedly, Oleksandr Moroz seems to be 
a sympathetic political partner,’ Yushchenko 
continued. “But his behavior in recent months 
has allowed...those in the top echelons of power 
to begin serious manipulations regarding the 
use of the Socialist Party during the election.” 
Yushchenko rejected the opinion that for the 
Opposition “it will be very difficult or even 
impossible” to win the presidential election 
without a coalition with Moroz. 


Asked whether he is ready to offer the post 
of prime minister to Yuliya Tymoshenko in 
exchange for her block’s backing of his presi- 
dential bill, Yushchenko said “everything is 
possible” but remained noncommittal. “T will 
say openly — bargaining for posts do not har- 
monize relations [between politicians], while 
principled do,” Yushchenko noted. “If I took 
out a paper from my drawer and publicized 
prepared initiatives, and if these initiatives be- 
came my position or the position of my bloc, 
we would become witnesses to some unhealthy 
things.” 

Asked whether he will launch a process of 
“reprivatization” — redistribution of property 
in Ukraine because of many allegedly unlaw- 
ful privatizations in the past — after his pos- 
sible presidential victory, Yushchenko said he 
does not like words such as “nationalization” 
or “reprivatization.” “I am convinced that the 
election will be won by the politician who will 
say: ‘The esteemed ones, I am not so much in- 
terested in history as in what will happen after 
31 October in this country,” Yushchenko said. 
“J am speaking about principles. I do not want 
people to think that I personify problems in this 
country,” Yushchenko added in response to the 
suggestion the he might punish — with “rep- 
rivatization” — his most bitter political oppo- 
nents, Viktor Medvedchuk and Hryhoriy 
Surkis, after becoming Ukrainian president. 

The Our Ukraine leader declared that he 
would pursue a political reform in the country 
if he was elected president. “I think the most 
efficient way [to pursue the reform] would be 
to formulate principles of political reform and 
time frames for its implementation as well as 
sign accords with partners for its realization in 
parliament and publish these documents before 
the presidential election,’ Yushchenko said. 


Asked whether he could offer guarantees of | 


security and protection for Kuchma after his 
departure from the post, Yushchenko suggested 
that this issue should be regulated in a wider 
context of democratization in Ukraine. “This 
is the main principle, which has a lot of de- 
tails, including that connected with a law on 
security and social stability of the man whom 
we call the president of Ukraine,” Yushchenko 
said. “I am speaking not about President 
Kuchma but about the president of Ukraine.... 
You know, many countries have a law that regu- 
lates the status of the president. Ukraine does 
not have such a law, and its adoption could pro- 
vide answers to a number of detailed things.” 


Leading scholar Dr. James Mace dies 


By E. Morgan Williams, 
The Action Ukraine Report, May 4, 2004 

Dr. James E. Mace, known world-wide as 
a leading scholar, writer and professor regard- 
ing the genocidal famine [Holodomor} in 
Soviet Ukraine during 1932-1933, which 
killed millions of Ukrainians, died suddenly 
in Kyiv on May 3 at the age of 52. Dr. Mace 
had faced some serious health problems in 
recent years. 

Dr. Mace is survived by his wife, Natalia 
Dziubenko-Mace, one son, William, from a 
previous marriage, and two adult stepchildren. 
He was born in Oklahoma, on February 18, 
1952. He moved from the United States to 
Ukraine in the early 1990’s and has been since 
1995 a Professor of Political Science, Kiev- 
Mohyla Academy National University, and 
since 1997 also a consultant and writer for 
The Den (Day) Weekly Digest in English, 
published in Kyiv. 

Professor Mace spent most of his profes- 
sional career researching and writing about 
Ukrainian history and was a strong advocate 
for the fact that the famine in Soviet Ukraine 
during the early 1930’s was an act of geno- 
cide on the part of Soviet leader Stalin. Dr. 
Mace was also vitally involved in promoting 
his belief Ukraine had suffered for years un- 
der a post-genocidal trauma as well as the op- 
pression of being a Soviet republic but now 
finally had a chance to become a strong, in- 
dependent, prosperous, democratic state, op- 
erating under the rule of law. 

Dr. Mace fought hard for what he believed 
in and told his many friends he wanted to live 
and work in Ukraine long enough to see his 


dream for Ukraine come true. Dr. Mace was 
unusual in his commitment to Ukraine in that 
he did not have any Ukrainian heritage. 

From 1986 to 1990 he served as the execu- 
tive director of the US Commission on the 
Ukraine Famine, Washington, D.C. and was 
the principal writer with Olya Samilenko of 
the Commission’s “Report to Congress.” Dr. 
Mace was complied and edited with Leonid 
Heretz the three volume, “The Oral History 
of the Commission on the Ukraine Famine, 
published in 1990. 

Dominique Arel, Chair of Ukrainian Stud- 
ies, University of Ottawa, wrote the follow- 
ing words in his publication “The Ukraine 
List” upon hearing of the death of Dr. James 
Mace: 

“A sad day in Ukrainian studies: the Ameri- 
can historian James Mace died today in Kyiv 
at the tender age of 52. Author of the classic 
Communism and the Dilemmas of National 
Liberation: National Communism in Soviet 
Ukraine, 1918-1933 (1983) and of the monu- 
mental Investigation of the Ukrainian Fam- 
ine 1932-1933, in two volumes (1987-1988), 
James paid a professional price for his sacri- 
legious claim-in Russian studies, that is-that 
the Ukrainian famine was man-made. His 
scholarship will survive the factional debates 
over the famine and his academic non-conform- 
ism will remain an inspiration for the field.” 

Another leading Canadian scholar, Roman 
Serbyn and his wife, Nadia, wrote upon hear- 
ing about the death of Dr. Mace: “An Ameri- 
can who was as Ukrainian as anyone could 
be. A scholar, for whom truth was paramount, 
an all-round decent human being.” 


By Victor Yasmann 

(RFE/RL)—In Crimea on April 23, Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kuchma exchanged three 
treaties that had been ratified almost simulta- 
neously shortly before the summit by the pro- 
presidential majorities in Russia’s Federal 
Assembly and the Ukrainian Verkhovna Rada. 

The first accord was a treaty delimiting the 
land border of the two countries that was 
signed almost four years ago, but which was 
never previously ratified by the Duma because 
deputies felt that doing so would help Ukraine 
move closer to the EU and NATO. Those or- 
ganizations will not consider for membership 
any countries that have disputed borders. 

The second treaty concerns the border be- 
tween the two countries in the Sea of Azov 
and the Kerch Strait. That agreement stipu- 
lates that both the sea and the strait are inter- 
nal waters of both Ukraine and Russia, al- 
though a detailed delimitation of the border 
in the Sea of Azov will be the subject of a 
bilateral agreement yet to be negotiated. 

Finally, the third agreement concerns the 
establishment of a Single Economic Space 
(SES) comprising Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, 
and Kazakhstan. That agreement calls for a 
free-trade zone including all four countries 
and a high degree of coordination of their eco- 
nomic and fiscal policies. 

The ratifications of the agreements pro- 
voked strong opposition criticism both in Kyiv 
and in Moscow. In Kyiv, anti-Kuchma forces 
— primarily the Our Ukraine movement 
headed by the country’s most popular politi- 
cian, Viktor Yushchenko — protested the SES, 
arguing that it will close off Ukraine’s path to 
eventual EU membership. The opposition also 
criticized the Sea of Azov accord, saying that 
it restricts the country’s sovereignty. The 
Ukrainian opposition, however, lauded the 
agreement on delimiting the land border. 

In Moscow, the Communists, the left-pa- 
triotic Motherland bloc, and Vladimir 
Zhirinovskii’s Liberal-Democratic Party of 
Russia (LDPR) welcomed the agreement on 
the SES, precisely because it does move 
Ukraine closer to Russia and away from the 
EU. However, they loudly protested the land- 
border treaty. 

Nonetheless, to use the official words of 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, the 
joint efforts of the two sides have “removed 
all the irritants between the two countries,” 
lenta.ru reported on April 23. 

The reasons behind the hasty resolution of 
these issues — at least from Moscow’s per- 
spective — are clear. As Kremlin insider and 
National Strategy Council member Stanislav 
Belkovskii put it: the presidential election in 
Ukraine in November is a “no less serious 
test” than his own re-election effort in March, 
“Komsomolskaya pravda” reported on Feb. 
4. Most of all, the Kremlin fears that 
Yushchenko, whom Moscow considers “too 
pro-American,” could win and ease Ukraine 
out of Russia’s gravitational field. 

By completing the new treaties with 
Ukraine, the Kremlin has launched its battle 
for that country, a campaign that has been 
dubbed “Operation Successor,” gazeta.ru re- 
ported on April 22. As the name implies, the 
goal of the operation is to install a sufficiently 
pro-Moscow successor to Kuchma. This topic 
has become the most crucial issue on the 
Kremlin’s political agenda this year, since 
Ukraine is probably the last serious hope 
Moscow has of restoring its domination of the 
territory of the former Soviet Union, the 
website commented. And the Kremlin has 
apparently already chosen its man: Ukrainian 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, the 
former governor of Donetsk Oblast and the 
favored candidate of the pro-Kuchma camp. 

According to gazeta.ru, the Kremlin opera- 
tion is being run by deputy presidential ad- 
ministration head Vladislav Surkov, who has 
a reputation for acute political resourceful- 
ness. Surkoy handled the December Duma 
elections for the Kremlin and is credited with 
successfully decimating both the right and left 
flanks of Russia’s political spectrum and with 
presenting the president with a homogeneous 
Duma dominated by the pro-Kremlin Unified 
Russia party. 

The Kremlin has amassed considerable re- 
sources in order to counter Yushchenko, who 
has considerable popularity both in Ukraine 


and in the West, “Argumenty i fakty,” No. 17, 
reported. Many of Russia’s best political con- 
sultants have been mobilized for the cam- 
paign, including Kremlin political consultant 
and Effective Politics Foundation President 
Gleb Pavlovskii. Russian election specialists 
have already reportedly been combing 
Ukraine in hopes of registering namesakes of 
Yushchenko, a tactic expected to drain 2-3 
percent of his support away, added the weekly. 

Moscow’s overall approach to the Ukrai- 
nian election is reminiscent of the 1996 Rus- 
sian presidential election. In that contest, the 
Russian oligarchs, scared by the so-called 
Communist threat, undertook Herculean ef- 
forts to stop Communist Party leader Gennadii 
Zyuganov, a broadly supported figure who 
was running against then-President Boris 
Yeltsin, whose own popularity rating was in 
the low single digits. Moscow now seems 
ready to repeat such efforts, and is even pre- 
pared to bring out its “big guns” — as it is 
expected that Putin and Prime Minister 
Mikhail Егадкоу will visit Kyiv in May. 

The Council for Foreign and Defense 
Policy, an influential assembly of parliamen- 
tarians, politicians, and political scientists 
chaired by Sergei Karaganoy, discussed the 
Ukrainian election at its annual session ear- 
lier this month. Although the session was 
closed, some of the presentations and com- 
ments were released to the public, although 
— in a sign of the times in Putin’s Russia — 
the names of their authors were withheld. 

One council member said that, from 
Russia’s point of view, the main troublemaker 
in the Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) is not Belarus, but Ukraine. After the 
November election, he said, “this will be vis- 
ible to everyone,” RosBalt reported on April 
22. Ukraine is “the main battlefield in the 
geopolitical competition between the United 
States and Russia,” the council member said. 
If a pro-U.S. candidate wins, this will mean 
the shift of Ukraine to the U.S. side and a cata- 
strophic loss of Russian influence through- 
out the former Soviet Union, leading ulti- 
mately to Russia’s geopolitical isolation, he 
concluded. 

Another participant in the council session 
said that the treaties with Ukraine and the SES 
itself are “self-deception and face-saving ex- 
ercises,’ since Moscow knows that integra- 
tion initiatives will be determined by the out- 
come of the November election. “We are sim- 
ply afraid that if Yushchenko comes to power, 
he will not sign anything at all,” the council 
member commented. 

Everyone at the council session agreed, 
however, that Russia has not choice but to 
regain its dominance of the territory of the 
former Soviet Union, despite the objections 
of the countries there and of the West. After 
all, this is the only region where Russia still 
retains its levers of influence and elsewhere 
its position is much weaker. “The ultimate loss 
of influence in the former Soviet Union will 
bury any possibility of [Russia implementing] 
a strong foreign policy,” some council mem- 
bers said, according to RosBalt. 

Belkovskii sounded an even more alarmist 
note in a comment that was originally pub- 
lished on Jan. 23 and reposted on vip.lenta.ru 
on April 23. “Putin could lose power in the 
fall of 2004,” Belkovskii wrote. “By then, the 
sense of Putin’s power could be substantially 
changed, and he risks being transformed from 
the head of a regional power to the ruler of a 
second-rate country.” 

If Yushchenko wins, Belkovskii wrote, 
Ukraine will probably leave the CIS and make 
decisive steps toward NATO. Worse, it could 
become the informal leader of a new consoli- 
dation of pro-Western FSU countries, includ- 
ing Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Moldova. A 
Yushchenko victory will mean a historic de- 
feat for Putin’s regime, the ultimate disinte- 
eration of the CIS, and the collapse of Russia’s 
pretensions to the status of moderator of the 
FSU, Belkovskii said. 

Belkovskii’s remarks might seem overly 
alarmist, even hysterical. But he demonstrated 

his credibility amply last year when he issued 
a report in May that has been widely seen as 
the first volley in the campaign against oil 
giant Yukos and the oligarchs generally. 


By Lucas Aykroyd, Andrew 
Podnieks and Jenny Wiedeke, //HF 
It wasn’t the fastest-paced game 
ever seen at the ПНЕ World Cham- 
pionships, but it had big implications 
for these two former Soviet repub- 
lics in their final action of 2004. 

The 2-2 tie between Kazakhstan 
and Ukraine in Prague, May 3, en- 
sured that both will return for the 
2005 tournament in Austria, while 
France and Japan are relegated to 
Division I. 

Scoring for Kazakhstan were Yev- 
geniy Korehskov and Dmitri Upper. 
Vasyl Bobrovnikov and Valeri 
Shyryaev countered for Ukraine. 

Goalie Vitaliy Yeremeyev looked 
solid in his return from bruised ver- 
tebrae, which caused him to miss 
Kazakhstan’s previous Relegation 
Round game versus Japan. He made 
19 saves, while Ukraine’s number 
one man Konstantin Simchuk had 
20 stops. 

Sparsely attended, this was the 
final game of the tournament for 
both teams. 

Koreshkov opened the scoring for 
Kazakhstan from the right faceoff 


circle with a rising slapshot that beat | 


Simchuk to the stick side on the 
power play at 12:55. His brother 
Alexandr got the assist on the play. 

Ukraine countered 44 seconds 
later, with Bobrovnikoy cutting to 
the slot, taking a pass from the cor- 
ner by Sergei Karchenko, and roof- 
ing it past Yeremeyev’s glove. 

Kazakhstan’s Anton Komissarov 
had one of the best chances of the sec- 
ond period, as he broke in alone and 
tried to deke Simchuk, but his back- 
hand flew high over the crossbar. 

With Kazakhstan’s Dmitri Upper 
in the box for interference, Ukraine 
took a 2-1 lead at 7:15 of the third 
period when veteran captain 
Shyryaev’s shot from the blueline 
found its way through traffic in front 
and tipped into the top corner over 
Yeremeyev’s shoulder. 

Simchuk denied Komissarov 
again shortly after the midway mark 
of the third period, getting his shoul- 
der on a tricky backhand as the for- 
ward cut in and then catching the 
puck neatly. 

Upper redeemed himself with 
3:39 left in the game, accepting a 
nice centering pass as he was left un- 
guarded at the side of the net, and 
then forcing Simchuk to make a 
sprawling initial save before flipping 
his rebound home to make it 2-2. 

Defenseman Alexey Trochshin- 
skiy was chosen as Kazakhstan’s 
Player of the Game, while for 
Ukraine it was Simchuk. 

Two days earlier, also in Prague, 
Ukraine topped France 6-2. 

It was a close game for more than 
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Кабан Ukraine survive with tie 


goalie Fabrice Lhenry, Christian Pouget (R) and Jonathan Zwikel (L) of 


France. REUTERS/Tom Szlukovenyi 


two periods, but after France tied the 
game for a second time, early in the 
third, the Ukrainians scored four un- 
answered goals to roll to victory. 
Dimitro Tolkunov led the way with 
two goals and an assist, and 
Oleksandr Matviichuk had a goal 
and two assists. 

Ukraine scored first on a power 
play early in the game, when Yuri 
Gunko’s point shot was deflected 
perfectly past Fabrice Lhenry in the 
French goal by Matviichuk. The his- 
toric French goal came at 17:11 
when Laurent Gras won a faceoff 
cleanly to the left of Simchuk and 
Benoit Bachelet drilled a perfect 
shot to the top corner before leap- 
ing in the air in gold-medal celebra- 
tion fashion. 

The smiles turned to frowns just 
before the period ended, however, 
when a nice three-way passing play 
in close to Lhenry resulted in a goal 
by Tolkunov at 19:58 of the period. 
The second period was a dull and 
listless 20 minutes of hockey, but in 
the third the French tied the game 
when Gras scored, knocking in a 
rebound off a Bachelet shot that 
Simchuk couldn’t control. 

From then on, though, it was all 
Ukraine. Vadim Shakhraychuk 
scored just as the French had killed 
off a penalty, and on a delayed pen- 
alty a few minutes later Gunko made 
a beautiful pass from the point to 
Tolkunoy, stationed to the side of the 
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Членські Картки 
Мастер Кард 
Дитячі Рахунки 


Термінові Депозити 


goal, making it 4-2. Vitali Lytvy- 
nenko stuffed the puck in on another 
power play, and Shakhraychuk 
scored in the final minute, the team’s 
second shorthanded goal of the game. 

April 30 in Ostrava, Ukraine put 
itself in danger of relegation by al- 
lowing Japan to tie them 2-2. 

After a lackluster first two peri- 
ods, both teams sparked to life in the 
third, netting three of the game’s 
four goals in a four-minute span. 

The important game-tying goal 
came with 26 seconds left in the 
game when Kengo Ito fired a shot 
in from the blue line and Chris 
Bright gathered up the rebound for 
the second goal. 

Ukraine, which came into the Pre- 
liminary Round as a third-seed, ap- 
peared disappointed by a tie, while 
the Japanese appeared rejuvenated 
by the point. 

“Tt was a difficult game, we were 
preparing ourselves for this game,” 
said Ukrainian Head Coach 
Oleksandr Seukand. “We only got 
into this game the last few seconds. 
We were not concentrating, and I 
made a mistake not to take a timeout 
in the end.” 

The lack of scoring in the early 
stages of the game was partially 
thanks to the acrobatics of Japanese 
goaltender Yutaka Fukufuji, who 
kept his team in the game with sev- 
eral spectacular saves in the first 
period. 
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Vasyl Bobrovnikov of Ukraine celebrates his team’s second goal beside | 
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PHOTO -- RANDY CHOW, INTERNATIONAL GYMNAST 
Alina Kozich on the balance beam 


Kozich crowned 
European champion 


(International Gymnast/Ukr- 
News)—By a margin of 0.038 
points, Ukraine’s Alina Kozich won 
the senior all-around title at the Eu- 
ropean Women’s Championships 
held April 29 to May 2 in 
Amsterdam. 

Ukraine won a total of five med- 
als in the championship — one gold, 
two silvers and two bronze. 

A crowd of more than 6,200 — 
including the Prince of Orange, 
Willem-Alexander, who is also a 
member of the International Olym- 
pic Committee — attended the se- 
nior all-around final, May 1. 

Kozich, the 2002 European jun- 
ior all-around champion on uneven 
bars, scored 9.462 in the final rota- 
tion to win the title over Romania’s 
Daniela Sofronie (37.224) and 
Russia’s Yelena Zamolodchikova 
(37.149). 

Kozich, who tied for eighth place 
all-around at the 2003 World Cham- 
pionships, needed 9.425 on floor 
exercise to move into first place. As 
the final competitor on the event, 
Kozich scored 9.462. Her tumbling 
passes included a double front; 
double-twisting front, punch front- 
full; and triple twist. 

Irina Yarotskaya of Ukraine was 
in third place after two events. She 


| dropped to sixth after falling from 


balance beam (gainer flip-flop to 
Onodi), and scored 8.850 on floor 
exercise in the final round. On floor 


| exercise, Yarotskaya stepped out of 


bounds on her first tumbling pass 
(double twisting front, punch front- 


| full) and landed low on her final 


tumbling pass (triple twist). 

Ukraine’s two silvers were won 
in the seniors team competition and 
the junior bars. 

Romania won the team competi- 
tion while Russia was third 
Ukraine began on uneven bars, scor- 
ing the highest team total of the day 
on the event. The team’s only major 
break came in the second rotation 
when Yarotskaya fell on an Onodi 
on balance beam. On floor exercise, 
Yarotskaya stepped out of bounds on 
her middle tumbling pass (1-1/2 
twist through to 2-12/2 twist), and 
Alyona Kvasha went out of bounds 
on her opening pass of handspring, 
layout front, double front. 

Darya Zgoba finished second be- 
hind Rhian Pugh of the United King- 
dom in junior bars with 9.350 points. 
Teammate Marina Kostyushenko 
won the bronze with 9.287. 

Ukraine’s other bronze was won 
by Irina Krasnynskaya in the senior 
bars. Yarotskaya was fourth. 

Another fourth-place finisher was 
Olga Sherbatykh in senior vault. 

Kozich was fifth in senior beam. 


Total Medals 
Romania 1 & elle 
Russia Sees 5) Ll 
Ukraine 1 2.8125 
Italy Of S15 ос 
Great Britain 1) "МІРОЮ 
Spain Ov с Ore 
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By Sylvia Myall 

Foam Lake’s ninth annual Veselka Ukrainian Festi- 
val again drew a near capacity crowd when over 450 
people came to enjoy an evening of song and dance 
celebrating the culture of Ukraine. This is truly an 
evening of family entertainment with members of the 
audience from tiny tots to great grandparents enjoying 
the many dance numbers presented by local dance 
groups, vocal renditions by the Veselka Choir, Duet 
Maryna and the highly acclaimed Volya Dance En- 
semble from Edmonton as the featured guests. 

Emcee Bohdan Popowych welcomed those attend- 
ing the event both in English and Ukrainian; thanked 
all the sponsors of Veselka and introduced the first en- 
tertainers, the Sheho Ukrainian Dance Club followed 
by the Foam Lake Zirka Dancers, the Zuchkan band 
and Ituna Klenovee Lystky Dance group. 

New on the program this year was a fashion show 
with Fashions by Savelia. Savelia Curniski has been 
organizing tours to the Ukraine for a number of years; 
her involvement with Child Care International has led 


PHOTOS — FOAM LAKE REVIEW 


Featured guests - Volya Dance Ensembl 


Foam Lake’s Veselka draws 
near capacity crowd 


ibe. =. 


e - from Edmonton. 


to her helping to find Canadian sponsorship for some 
1700 children in Ukraine, many of them orphans and 
this inspired her to try to find a way to help women in 
the Ukraine develop cottage industries. This led to her 
designs for custom tailored coats made by these women 
and available for sale in Canada. Fourteen local mod- 
els including two men showcased her coats with Savelia 
providing the commentary. 

Duet Maryna, a Winnipeg-based duet sang a num- 
ber of sets throughout the evening; their excellent har- 
mony and fantastic singing ability impressed those who 
could not understand the words as much as those who 
could. 

The Volya Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, the star dance 
troupe for the evening, first began in 1989. Volya mean- 
ing freedom encompasses the unified spirit of the dance 
group; the artistic freedom to develop an academic style 
of dance. Artistic Director Zhenia Bahri continues to 
develop the troupe’s authentic dance repertoire. Volya’s 
high-energy performance and colourful exciting cos- 
tumes were a joy for the audience. 

Ukrainian Connection, best known as the backup 
band for the 2003 Mickey and Bunny tour in 
Saskatchewan provided the music for the ever popular 
Kolomeyka and dance that followed the guest perfor- 
manices. 

The mezzanine area held displays such as Stan and 
Pat Hawryliw’s Ukrainian imports, Sam Koteck’s 
woodworking, Madison Blackstone’s art, Melanie 
Christopherson’s miniatures and Helen Adam’s art- 
work. 

And it wouldn’t be a festival without food — a tradi- 
tional Ukrainian buffet with ham, sausage, studenetz, 
perogies, holubsti and nachinka available with salads. 
The dessert table had a fabulous display of varied temp- 
tations. 

Foam Lake’s Veselka has its loyal following from 
miles around and the neighbouring provinces. Each year 
it also draws new patrons who are amazed at the won- 
derful facility in a rural community in Saskatchewan. 
Veselka was started as a fundraiser for the community 
hall. If you haven’t yet experienced the warmth and 
hospitality at Veselka keep it mind to attend May 2005. 
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UKRAINIAN BOOK STORE 


10215 - 97 ST. PO BOX 1640 EDMONTON, AB T5J 2N9 
(780) 422-4255 Fax: (780) 425-1439 
E-mail: ukrbkst@telusplanet.net 
Website: www.ukrainianbookstore.com 
Toll free: 1-866-422-4255 


CELEBRATING 
90 YEARS 


ICON SALE 
15 - 20% oiscount 


May 10 - 22 2004 


Ukrainian Book Store 
Edmonton 


CBATKYEMO 


90-ту РІЧНИЦЮ 

РОЗПРОДАЖ ІКОН 
15 - 20% 

10-22-го травня ц.р. 


Українська Книгарня 
Едмонтон 


Welcome to the Shevchenko Museum! 
Ласкаво Просимо до Музею Шевченка! 


Open Monday to Friday 
9:30 am - Noon 
Wednesday & Thursday 
from 1 pm to 4 pm 
Groups by Appointment 


Taras Shevchenko Museum 
1614 Bloor Street West 
Toronto, ON M6P 1A7 
tel: 416 534-8662 
fax: 416 535-1063 


Museum 


FREE ADMISSION - DONATION APPRECIATED 
Visit us at www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum/ 


... Art Gallery ... Library 


“Proud supporter of the Arts” 


Parkland Ukrainian Dancers Society 
Year End Concerts 
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Horizon Theatre 


Adults (13+): $10.00 З 
/ 1901 Calahoo Read 


Seniors (65+): 5 8.00 hs 
Students (4-12): $ 5.00 Spruce Grove 
Children (0-3): N/C 


ckhets: Evelyn 962.0723 


Chateau Louis Hotel & Conference Centre 
11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, Alberta 


Гонг про Голодомор 


Мирослава Гонгадзе, Радіо Свобода 

Майже рік українська громада в Америці та низка законодавців на 
чолі з автором резолюції сенатором Найтгортсом Кемпбелом 
намагаються домогтись визнання Голодомору 1932-33 рр. геноцидом 
українського народу. Але, незважаючи на їхні зусилля, труднощі, які 
виникли на цьому шляху, практично блокують її ухвалення. 

Про це розповів радник Гельсинкської комісії при американському 
Конгресі Орест Дейчаківський: "Головна проблема є те, що голова 
сенатської комісії з закордонних справ не хоче розглянути цю резо-- 
люцію. Є різні причини. Я думаю, головна причина є те, що адмі- 
ністрація чи деякі люди в адміністрації, на жаль, є проти цієї резолюції. 
Тому що ця резолюція дуже відверто каже, що Голодомор був 
геноцидом". 

Дейчаківський каже, що діюча адміністрація не лише зважає на 
позицію Росії, представники якої висловлюють різкий протест проти 
ухвалення такої резолюції, але також не хоче створення прецедентів 
для інших громад. 

Так вірменське лоббі вже роками домагається визнання геноцидом 
вбивства тисяч вірменів турками. На перспективу ухвалення цієї 
резолюції впливає також наближення виборів у США. 

Орест Дейчаківський: "Я би сказав, що у США (тому що навіть з 
політичної перспективи українські і американські демократи бо всі 
знають, що адміністрація проти цієї резолюції), вживають, щоб казати: 
"Ага, подивіться на цю адміністрацію Буша i вони неприхильні до 
України, а з другого боку, українські республіканці пробують тепер 
підштовхувати адміністрацію 1 сенатора Лугера, але це є політичний 
сезон, то всі вживають то, як можуть". 

Що ж до термінів ухвалення резолюції, то її мають розглянути до 
кінця цього року. | як зазначив Дейчаківський, що можливо треба буде 
піти на компроміс, а це означає пом'якшити текст документу. 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, АВ T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - anon-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
¢ counselling and advice 
¢ information, referral 
» translation and interpretation 
» assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
¢ parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


LAWYERS АДВОКАТИ 


BRODA 8 COMPANY 
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
Іпог Broda 


13723 - 93 Street Edmonton, AB TSE 5V6 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST — ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 515, 10830 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B3 
Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS DENTURISTS 
ДЕНТИСТИ ДЕНТУРИСТИ 


HOLYK'S 


Dr. C. Fialka-Eshenko DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, АВ Т5Н 013 
(780) 420-1 5 10) | Frank A. Holyk - Denturist 
12123 -54 Street 


Wednesday afternoons & evenings Edmonton, AB TSW 3N4 


Saturday appointments available Ph one: (780) 477-367 4 
After Hrs: (780) 479-5008 


Говоримо по-українському 
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20-ліття «Товариства 
Приятелів Українського Села» 


П. Саварин 
Село, і серце одпочине... 
Неначе писанка село»... 
Т. Шевченко 

Але це «Село» не на Україні, а таки тут, 50 кіло- 
метрів на схід від Едмонтону, та й допис цей про 20- 
ліття «Товариства приятелів українського села 
(TITYC)» буде не лише про Загальні збори ТПУС, 
але й про «Село української культурної спадщини 
(СУКС),». До речі, про CYKC, яке стало власністю 
провінційного уряду Альберти 1975 р., мабуть біль- 
ше людей знає, як про ТПУС, яке ним піклується, a 
повинно би знати, хоча б тому, що ТПУС нараховує 
біля 5 сотень членів і біля 1,100 добровольців, а оце 
цього року святкує своє 20-ліття. 

Керувати загальними зборами ц.р. присутні виб- 
рали попереднього голову ТІТУС, Андрія Антонюка. 
А що програму зборів 1 протокол із минулорічних 
загальних зборів присутні схалили одноголосно і без 
змін, то ведучий Антонюк відразу перейшов до діла 
і покликав до звіту теперішнього голову. «Без вас - 
СУКС не існувало б», сказав теперішний голова д- 
р Браєн Черевик, відкриваючи загальні збори ТПУС 
і вітаючи всіх присутніх членів. Збори відбулися в , 
21 березня в т.зв. «Сільській домівці», на СУКС. Для 
зацікавлених подам, що попередніми головами 
TITYC були: Марія Лобай (першою), Леся Кавулич, 
Тарас Тріска, д-р Богдан Медвідський, Террі Балабан 
i Андрій Антонюк. «ТПУС - говорив д-р Черевик — 
відповідає за 66 працівників, інтерпретаторів, 
харчеві кіоски, костюми, історичні програми для 
школярів, касіно, зв'язки з урядниками i міністрами, 
i взагалі піддержує і сприяє СУКС». «Члени ж 
управи i дирекції, це люди, які зокрема вірять у 
СУКС i його докінчення». «У висліді, в минулому 
році на СУКС був привезений один новий будинок, 
три в дорозі, а ще три чекають на перевезення» — 
сказав д-р Черевик, підчеркуючи добру співпрацю 
з ТПУС в минулому році міністрів Е. Звоздецького 
i Е. Стельмаха, послів Д. Броди i Р. Данилюка, 
провінційних урядовців та робітників, а зокрема 
добровольців, в зв'язку з фестивалем української 
музики на СУКС. Свій звіт голова закінчив подякою 
працівникам Славкові Ногасу, завідуючій крам- 
ничкою Лорієл Купер (яка після 14-ти років якраз 
відійшла), відходячим членам дирекції, доброволь- 
цям 1 учасникам зборів. 

Після вичерпного фінансового звіту скарбника 
Дейл Мандрусяка і кількох питань до нього, на які 
він задовільно відповів, коротенько прозвітувала 
голова контрольного комітету Мей Адамик, що «все 
з фінансовими книгами в порядку», а тоді звітував 
екзекутивний директор в останніх 6-ти роках, Слав- 
ко Ногас. Він поінформував присутніх, яка була 
діяльність СУКС, які та з яким успіхом відбувалися 
імпрези, як працювали харчеві кіоски, як іде 
докінчення Сільської домівки, як сприймали СУКС 
туристи, і т.д. 

Він теж подякував дирекції ТПУС, членам, добро- 
вольцям, працівникам СУКС, а також учасникам 
зборів (яких було біля сотні). За номінаційний 
комітет, до якого, крім нього, також належали 
голова та Анна Стеблик, звітував Антонюк. Він 
запропонував управу в такому складі: досмертна 
голова - Марія Лобай, попередній голова -- Антонюк, 
голова - д-р Черевик, заступник - Федір Пиварчук, 
секретар - Сузанна Сава, скарбник - Мандрусяк, а 


на місце уступаючих директорів: Анни Стеблик, 
Адамик, Браєна Глуся i Донни Козяк - Донну Moc- 
калик, Роджера Пулішія, Гесона Зелера та Джері 
Павлика. Осталися в дирекції з минулої каденції 
Черил Кінг i Петро Саварин, а що з підлоги не було 
номінацій, то учасники вибрали управу та дирекцію 
на 2004-2005 рік в запропонованому складі. 

З черги звітував менеджер СУКС, Бері Манчак. 
Звітував, можна сказати, досить оптимістично: бо 
уряд дав в грудні на потреби СУКС понад 200 тисяч 
доларів, бо т.зв. інфраструктура вже знову почала 
допомагати, бо СУКС одержало в минулому році 
аж три провінційні нагороди, бо СУКС, мимо 
поганої погоди, відвідало понад 45,000 осіб і воно 
стало четвертим, найбільш відвідуваним музеєм 
Альберти, бо йому допомагає біля 1,100 
добровольців, бо вже й в цьому році відвідати його 
зголосилося 95 шкіл (яких 9,000 самих школярів), 
бо в'їзд до нього поправлений, і Сільська домівка 
зовні має бути ще ц.р. викінчена, i тд. Він також 
закінчив подякою членам, працівникам і добро- 
вольцям ТПУС 1 СУКС за щиру співпрацю, застері- 
гаючи, що - до закінчення СУКС і реставрації всіх 
будинків ще далеко, i потрібно буде не лише багато 
труду, але й мільйонів доларів. Після його звіту 
присутні ще тільки схвалили деякі мовні зміни у 
статуті ТПУС, а тоді ведучий програмою Андрій 
Антонюк закрив офіційну частину зборів і запросив 
присутніх ще остатися на відео-презентацію 
історика СУКС, Радомира Білаша. 

Білаш своєю відео-презентацією тільки потвер- 
див те, властиво, що казав менеджер Манчак, тобто 
— що до закінчення СУКС i реставрації всіх наміче- 
них об'єктів (а багато з них вже давно пропало!) 
треба буде ще дуже багато фондів та труду, і то не 
лише ТПУС і провінційного уряду, а й цілої 300- 
тисячної української спільноти Альберти. На рес- 
таврацію: комори на цемент, дво -клясової школи із 
Моркемб, швецької майстерні, дому Чічаків зі Сейнт 
Майкел, поштового будинку з Лужан, банкового 
будинку Сари Кунінас з Редвей i т.д., справді треба 
буде мільйонів. А де дістати фонди та всяку іншу 
поміч, як не від уряду та нащадків піонерів? Надхо- 
дить 100-ліття Альберти. Чому б не нагадати 
урядові Альберти, що СУКС було засноване, як 
своє-рідне належне признання і нагорода українцям 
за їх колосальний вклад до історії, розвитку і куль- 
тури Альберти, і що він морально зобов'язаний його 
якнайскорше закінчити? А зокрема, чому б не под- 
воїти а то й потроїти з нагоди 100- ліття Альберти, 
членство ТПУЄ і відвідувачів СУСК, що є без 
сумніву в спроможності української спільноти Аль- 
берти? Хіба вкладка в члени ТПУС, $15.00 від особи 
a $30.00 за родину, чи вступ на CYKC, $8.00 від 
дорослих $7.00 від сеньйорів, $4.00 від дітвори, 7— 
17 років життя, або 520.00 за родину, аж так багато? 
Членство в ТПУС, врешті, дає вступ до всіх інших 
музеїв та історичних місць Альберти по зниженій ціні. 

Треба пам'ятати, що CYKC, це справді - «неначе 
писанка село», жива історія українських піонерів 
між 1892-1930 рр., які поставили міцні основи під 
теперішнє життя Альберти i вповні заслуговують 
на те, щоб про них знало не лише теперішнє, але й 
майбутні покоління українців Альберти і Канади, і 
всі альбертці. По всякі інформації можна 
телефонувати на ч. (780) 662-3640. 


Заарештовані пограбники канцелярії Руху 


(Українська правда)- -Київська міліція на підозру 
в крадіжці майна центрального офісу Народного 
Руху України затримала двох чоловіків 1972 і 1966 
років народження. 

Про це сказано в повідомленні Центру громадсь - 
ких зв'язків київської міліції. 

В результаті оперативних заходів З травня підозрі - 
вані були затримані, а викрадений з офісу наклад 
книг Чорновола у кількості понад 1200 примірників 
вилучений. 

Виявилось, що крадіжку скоїли двоє осіб без 
певного місця мешкання, щоб "заробити собі на 
пляшку горілки, здавши книги до пункту прийому 
макулатури". 

Ініціатор злочину - раніше двічі засуджений за 
крадіжки 32-річний громадянин Росії. Його 44- 
річний подільник також народився в Росії, колись 
мешкав у Кривому Розі, а наразі працює вантаж - 
ником у тому пункті, куди здали наклад. 

Загальна вага викрадених книжок склала понад 
400 кілограмів. Прибуток від оборудки - трохи 
більше 100 гривень. Щодо затриманих порушено 
кримінальну справу за статтею Кримінального 
кодексу про крадіжку. Викрадені книги вилучено з 


пункту прийому макулатури. Після необхідних 
слідчих дій наклад буде повернутий власникам, 
зазначається в повідомленні. 

ЦГЗ нагадує, що 1 травня ввечері до чергової 
частини Главку столичної міліції по спецлінії 02 
надійшло повідомлення про те, що з офісу 
Народного руху України, який розташований по 
вулиці Гончара, скоєно крадіжку. 

На місце негайно виїхала слідчо-оперативна група, 
керівництво Головного управління. Заявники 
повідомили, що з однієї з кімнат першого поверху 
будівлі, де наразі йдуть ремонтні роботи, зникли 
пакунки зі щойно виданим накладом другого тому 
десятитомника В'ячеслава Чорновола "Правосуддя 
чи рецидиви злочину? Лихо з розуму (портрети 20 

"злочинців"), документи та матеріали 1966-1968 


рр.". 
Під час огляду приміщень було встановлено, що 


злодії потрапили всередину, вибивши вікно на 
подвір'ї. До кімнати, де зберігався наклад, крадії 
потрапили, вибивши двері. - 

Розкриття цього злочину було доручено праців- 
никам кримінального розшуку територіального 
відділу М» 4 Шевченківського райуправління міліції. 
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Edmonton area bilingual students 


(Jean Vanier School)—May 4 
about 85 junior high students from 
three Ukrainian Bilingual schools 
came together to learn the Ukrainian 
language in anew and exciting way. 

Grade 8 and 9 students from 
Balwin School (Edmonton Public 
Board), St. Kevin School (Edmon- 
ton Catholic) and Jean Vanier 
School (Elk Island Catholic) partici- 
pated in a multimedia presentation 
and workshop at TELUS Profes- 
sional Development Centre at the 
University of Alberta. The topic of 
this presentation was “Modern 
Ukrainian Music Videos and Second 
Language Learning”. 

“This is a unique opportunity for 
our Ukrainian bilingual students to 
get acquainted with contemporary 
Ukrainian music culture and to prac- 
tice their oral skills on this topic,” 
said Taras Podilsky, a Ukrainian bi- 
lingual teacher from St. Kevin 
School in Edmonton. 

The students watched 12 Ukrai- 
nian music videos, presented in digi- 
tal and VHS formats, and analyze 
different music styles and genres. 

Each music video was introduced 
with a short biography of perform- 
ers and excerpts of the lyrics from 
the song. “Our students were quite 
excited to work on this project’, said 
Volodymyr Boychuk, a teacher from 
Jean Vanier Catholic School in 
Sherwood Park. “This unit on con- 
temporary Ukrainian music truly 


study hi-tech multimedia approach 
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Ukrainian bilingual students from St. Kevin, Balwin and Jean Vanier 
Schools in a group discussion about Ukrainian Music Videos. 


opened their eyes on many modern 
aspects of Ukrainian culture and lan- 
guage”, he added. 

One of the key points about this 
retreat was that Ukrainian bilingual 
students from three different school 
boards participated in this event to- 
gether. “This workshop greatly en- 
hanced our students’ oral skills in 
Ukrainian”, mentioned Luba 
Eshenko, a Ukrainian teacher from 
Balwin Junior High school. 

Most of these music videos can 
be found on music CDs from 
Ukraine as well as on the Internet. 
“Being able to use these modern 


technologies is a great and fun way 
to learn a second language’, said 
Lesia Pohoreski, a parent of a grade 
8 student. 

This multimedia project has been 
supported by the Ukrainian Lan- 
guage Education Centre (ULEC) 
and by the Ukrainian Bilingual Par- 
ent Organizations from all three 
school districts. 

Beginning in 2006, there will be 
compulsory second language educa- 
tion in Alberta and many bilingual 
programs are now looking for new 
ways to enhance their programs and 
attract new students. 


Saskatoon’s program holds Easter Breakfast 


By Lydia Gabruch 
and Cec Kachkowksi 

The St. Nicholas Ukrainian-En- 
glish Bilingual Program hosted its 
annual traditional Easter Breakfast 
on April 20. This K-8 program is 
currently at Holy Family School in 
Saskatoon. In attendance were stu- 
dents, staff, Most Rev. Bishop 
Emeritus Basil Filevich, Ukrainian 
clergy, the Director of Education, 
superintendents, trustees and other 
members of the Ukrainian commu- 
nity. Also in attendance were E.D. 
Feehan students, graduates of the 
program who are continuing their 
studies in Ukrainian in high school. 

Bishop Filevich, assisted by Rt. 
Rev. Mudri, blessed the food. Prin- 
cipal Scott Gay and Vice Principal 
Angela Wasylow gave greetings. A 
farewell gift was given to Director 
of Education, Jerry Zimmer and re- 
tiring Superintendent of Schools, 
Randy Warick, was thanked for the 
work he has done with the program. 
Roma Nowakowski presented the 
program with a book she illustrated. 
Bishop Filevich also addressed the 
gathering with an Easter message. 
Throughout the breakfast the chil- 
dren sang “Khrystos Voskres”, Ya 
mayu koshyk na Velykden’” and 
“Radist’ z Меба". Rose Blush and 
Cec Kachkowski led the singing. 

The gym was decorated with huge 
paper pysanky and krashanky made 


Students enjor the breakfast. 


by the “Vitayemo” club, a student 
club, under the artistic guidance of 
teacher Tanya Panamaroff, which 
creates Ukrainian decorations de- 
signed for special occasions. The 
centerpieces, which were floral ar- 
rangements and lystovky, were 
made by the grades one and three 
classes. 

The breakfast consisted of tradi- 
tional dishes served at Easter: paska, 
babka, kovbasa, eggs, and horserad- 
ish relish. The parents of the Ukrai- 
nian bilingual program served these 
dishes to over 230 hungry people 


that morning! The breakfast was 
paid for by the money collected by 
the students who went house to 
house caroling this winter. 

The St. Nicholas Ukrainian-En- 
glish Bilingual program is in its 24" 
year serving the families of Saska- 
toon. Children in Kindergarten to 
Grade 8 learn in the Ukrainian Іап- 
guage for half of each day. Most 
children do not speak Ukrainian 
when they enter the program but 
soon develop language skills, live 
the culture, and deepen their faith 
in the Byzantine Church Tradition. 


Smoking soldiers ignited ammo disaster 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s emergency situations minis- 
ter on May 11 said two smoking soldiers set off the 
ammunition explosions that killed five people in south- 


ern Ukraine May 6. 


A series of explosions were set off when a fire broke 
out at a warehouse complex where some 92,000 tons 
of artillery ammunition was stored. 

Four days later shells were still exploding — at a 
rate of one per hour —in the village of 
Novobohdanivka, Zaporizhzhya Oblast, UNIAN re- 
ported on May 10, quoting official sources 

Speaking in parliament on May 11, Ukrainian Emer- 
gency Situations Minister Hryhoriy Reva said two ser- 


vicemen who were stocking military ammunition be- 
gan smoking at their working site. He said that caused 
the fire and set off the explosions. 


The Prosecutor-General’s Office has instituted crimi- 


nal proceedings against them. 
Reva also said the blast scattered some 900 wagons 


of shells over an area of more than 300 square kilome- 


ters, out of a total of 4,800 wagons of ammunition stored 
at the depot. Ukrainian officials have estimated the re- 
sulting damage at around US$725 million. 

Authorities evacuated around 7,000 people from the 
area. Most of the evacuees began returning to their 
homes on May 10. 
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Kuchma regime 
using skinheads 
against opposition 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Eurasia Daily Monitor)—Ukraine’s prosecutor general claims that his 
office has undertaken 600 interviews during the course of its investigation 
into irregularities that occurred during the April 18 election in Mukachevo. 
Nevertheless, since the election, violent attacks have continued against 
the opposition by what are known as “skinheads.” They have attacked 
Our Ukraine activists in Donetsk and vandalized the Kyiv offices of the 
Ukrainian Nationai Party, a member of Our Ukraine. 

In Ukraine, “skinheads” are grouped in “Brotherhoods” (Bratstvo) where 
they act as the enforcers of organized crime. They therefore have no ideo- 
logical motivation. 

The decision by President Leonid Kuchma and Viktor Medvedchuk, 
head сг the Presidential Administration, to resort to the use of “skinheads” 
would seem to be a sign of their desperation as presidential elections loom 
in October. Despite some positive polling numbers for pro-Kuchma can- 
didate Viktor Yanukovych, Kuchma and Medyedchuk both fear a victory 
by Our Ukraine leader Viktor Yushchenko. Personal animosity runs deep 
between Medvedchuk and Yushchenko. 

The failure to adopt constitutional changes in the parliamentary vote of 
April 8 is one reason why Kuchma and Medvedchuk are becoming in- 
creasingly desperate and resorting to blatantly illegal activities. These in- 
clude outright election fraud and the unleashing of organized crime 
“skinheads” against the opposition. These acts of desperation could result 
in unpredictable actions as the election date comes nearer. 

To assume that Medvedchuk is undertaking these illegal activities with- 
out Kuchma’s authorization is to misunderstand both Kuchma and Ukrai- 
nian politics. When domestic and international complaints compel presi- 
dential action to rectify problematic situations, as was the case after 
Mukachevo, Kuchma typically feigns ignorance and orders what amounts 
to a “virtual” investigation. 

“Skinheads” first began to be used in the Fall of 2003 and targeted Viktor 
Yushchenko and his Our Ukraine bloc when they attempted to hold a re- 
gional congress in Donetsk. These plans were thwarted through the em- 
ployment of thousands of paid (and often drunk) young people; they pre- 
tended to be in “opposition” to the “nationalist” Our Ukraine. The stew- 
ards organizing the anti-Our Ukraine “opposition” were in fact “skinheads.” 

In March, during a by-election in Donetsk, paramilitary Cossacks and 
“big guys in black jackets” (that is, individuals with links to organized 
crime) claimed to be druzhnyky (People’s Volunteer Militia). These Cos- 
sacks and “big guys” blocked access to vote counting by a non-govern- 


' mental organization, the Committee for Voters, and other observers. The 


result was a landslide for the candidate backed by the authorities. 

In the Crimea this past April, violence was organized by “skinheads” 
against Crimean Tatars who, in turn, over-reacted and attacked young Slavs 
in a coffee bar. The timing was meant to coincide with the arrival of finan- 
cier George Soros in the Crimea, where he was to attend a Tatar confer- 
ence. The purpose of the actions by the “skinheads” was to suggest that 
Soros encourages violence and instability (as he had allegedly done in 
Serbia and Georgia) in order to promote pro-U.S. regimes. 

Subsequently, in Kyiv, Soros was attacked by activists from the nation- 
alist “Bratstvo” organization (deliberately named so as to resemble the 
slang term for organized crime, Bratstvo’s). The leader of the organiza- 
tion, Dmytro Korchynsky, is hostile to Our Ukraine and is an ally of 
Medvedchuk’s Social Democratic United Party (SDPU-o). 

The resort to the use of “skinheads” reveals the close ties that exist 
between the SDPU-o and organized crime. “Skinheads” were most active 
in the Mukachevo elections, where regional SDPU-o members were wit- 
nessed openly organizing and transporting them. 

The close links between organized crime and the SDPU-o, coupled with 
shock at how far Medvedchuk has gone in his illegal activities, has led to 
calls by the opposition for the SDPU-o to be banned as a “fascist” party. 

Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) personnel are unhappy over the es- 
calation of violence by “skinheads” but are unable to halt it. Disgruntle- 
ment within the SBU has a long history going back to Kuchma’s re-elec- 
tion in 1999. At that time Mykola Melnychenko, an officer in a service 
with duties resembling those of the U.S. Secret Service, began to make 
covert recordings of conversations in Kuchma’s office. The tape record- 
ings released after November 2000 revealed widespread illegal activities, 
including Kuchma’s involvement in the abduction and murder of an op- 
position journalist, Heorhiy Gongadze. 

A long time SBU officer, Valeriy Krawchenko, defected in Germany in 
February. He has condemned what he says is the return in Ukraine to the 
use of KGB type tactics against the opposition. 

The Ukrainian Interior Ministry (MVS) speaks in different tones. In- 
deed, the murder of Gongadze was undertaken by a special forces unit 
subordinate to the MVS directorate for combating Organized Crime 
(UBOZ), known as Sokil (Eagles). And these special forces MVS units 
are known to work together with “skinheads” — either to assist them di- 
rectly, or turn a blind eye to their activities. 


Gang trying to peddle Cesium arrested 


Ukrainian security services announced on May 6 the arrest of several 
members of a criminal gang that was trying to illegally purchase two con- 
tainers of radioactive Cesium-137 for $120,000 in Crimea, reported Agence 
France Presse. They said the gang had been followed for six months, with 
the authorities believing that the containers were being purchased so that 
they could be sold off to future clients, Interfax reported. Cesium-137 is 
used in metallurgy and medicine. It can also be used for the construction 
of so-called “dirty bombs” that spew low level radiation. 
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військ з Граку: заява для 
виборців чи для Москви? 


Мар'яна Драч, Радіо Свобода 

Прем'єр-міністр Віктор Янукович дав 
зрозуміти, що підтримає за певних умов 
виведення українських миротворців з Іраку. 
Раніше Рада національної безпеки та обо-- 
рони України вирішила, що миротворців 
таки треба залишити. Невже у таборі влади 
намічається розкол через Ірак? 

Нагадаємо, що 6-го травня у Житомирі 
Янукович заявив про дві можливості, за 
яких, на його думку, Україна має залишити 
за собою право вивести миротворців з 
Траку. По-перше, якщо відповідальність за 
цю державу не візьме ООН. По-друге, якщо 
Україна не зможе взяти участі у відбудові 
Траку. 

"Хоча це не записано в протоколі (рішен-- 
ня РНБО), але настрій такий у мене осо- 
бисто є" , - сказав Янукович. 

Оглядачі вважають, найбільше на настрій 
прем'єра впливає наближення президент- 
ських виборів. Але навряд чи Янукович піде 
далі своїх слів 1 буде заохочувати сорат- 
ників з фракції "Регіони України" у Вер- 
ховній Раді голосувати за виведення військ. 
Так говорить радіо "Свобода" директор 
Школи політичної аналітики при Києво- 
Могилянській Академії Олексій Гарань: 

"Для Президента, для Кучми дуже важ- 
ливо, щоб миротворці залишалися в Іраку, 
бо це його підносить в очах американців і 
виправляє його стосунки зі Сполученими 
Штатами. І чесно кажучи, я не думаю, що 
Янукович може піти всупереч Кучмі. 
Реально. Тобто, можуть бути якісь тактичні 
заяви, якісь акценти, якісь відмінності у 
позиціях. Але принаймні на даний момент 
мені здається, що навряд чи Янукович буде 
грати всупереч позиції Кучми" 

A для чого він робив цю заяву у Жито-- 
мирі? На кого вона розрахована? 

"Це розраховано на електорат. Це є 
передовсім передвиборчий популізм". 

Важко сказати, якими мотивами Kepy— 


вався Віктор Янукович. Але у Москві його 
заяву про Ірак помітили. Розповідає Moc— 
ковський кореспондент радіо "Свобода" 
Віталій Портников: 

Один із моїх співрозмовників із кіл, 
близьких до МЗС РО, назвав заяву Віктора 
Януковича подарунком до інавгураційної 
церемонії Президента Росії Володимира 
Путіна. 

Адже, як відомо, російське політичне 
керівництво завжди без особливих захоп-- 
лень ставилося до присутності українських 
миротворців в Іраку. I з поінформованих 
джерел відомо, що під час переговорів з 
Президентом України Леонідом Кучмою 
Владімір Путін завжди говорив про виве- 
дення українського контингенту з цієї 
країни. 

Разом із цим , в російській столиці зовсім 
не вважають, що заява Віктора Януковича 
може означати якусь докорінну зміну 
української зовнішньої політики. Навпаки, 
тут підкреслюють, що ця зовнішня полі- 
тика визначається насамперед уявленнями 
Президента України Леоніда Кучми про її 
пріоритети. 

У Москві вважають найголовнішим не 
те, що Віктор Янукович бажає вивести 
український миротворчий контингент з 
Іраку, а те, що кандидат на посаду 
Президента України від партії влади таким 
чином демонструє свою увагу до росій- 
ських побажань 1 бажання працювати із 
Кремлем не тільки в галузі економіки 1 
внутрішньої політики (тут в Москві ніяких 
сумнівів немає), а в найголовнішій для 
Кремля сфері - в сфері зовнішньої полі-- 
тики. Враховуючи те, що відбувається на 
пострадянському просторі (скажімо, якраз 
цими днями в Грузії), для російського 
політичного керівництва, за словами моїх 
співрозмовників, це є чи не найголовнішим 
знаком, який варто зі всією увагою 
розглянути. 


B Івано-Франківську 
обговорили проблему 
охорони унікальних церков 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

В обласному центрі Прикарпаття пред- 
ставники влади та традиційних хрис- 
тиянських конфесій обговорили проблему 
охорони унікальних церков. На спільному 
засіданні відзначалося, що лише за період 
незалежності на території області було 
знищено 13 церков, вік яких сягає кількох 
сотень років. 

Незважаючи на всі зусилля колишніх 
радянських чиновників щодо закриття та 
нищення унікальних церков на Прикар- 
патті, у регіоні по нинішній день збереглося 
чимало церков, які за оцінками фахівців 
мають не лише всеукраїнське, але й світове 
значення. Унікальні творіння сакрального 
мистецтва, які постали з-під рук гуцуль- 
ських та покутських майстрів, становлять 
справжній культурний скарб, який не- 
обхідно всіма силами оберігати на При- 
карпатті. Саме про це йшлося на спільному 
засіданні керівництва Івано-Франківської 
обласної держадміністрації та представ- 
ників традиційних християнських кон- 
фесій. Причиною обговорення стало те, що 
за період незалежності в області знищено 
13 церков, вік яких перевищує кілька 
сотень років. Більшість знищених церков 
- це унікальні пам'ятки сакральної архі- 
тектури, здебільшого збудовані з дерева без 
жодного цвяха. Окрім цього, не меншою 
проблемою є фактичне нищення церков 
релігійними громадами. Здійснюючи так 
звану реконструкцію, дерев'яні церкви 
повністю вбирають у бляху. Створюється 


парниковий ефект, дерево гниє. Пам'ятки 
архітектури руйнуються. Художній розпис 
церков нерідко здійснюють люди HEKOM— 
петентні, далекі від мистецтва. Отож ни- 
щаться, замальовуються унікальні роботи 
давніх майстрів. На зібранні наголошу-- 
валось, що священики не можуть самотуж-- 
ки впоратись із цією проблемою. Їм не- 
обхідна допомога істориків та влади. Під- 
креслювалось також, що чимало церков на 
Івано-Франківщині перетендує на зане- 
сення до переліку пам'яток архітектури, які 
охороняються ЮНЕСКО. Про важливість 
проблеми охорони церков та сакрального 
мистецтва загалом говорить єпископ- 
ординарій Української Греко-Католицької 
Церкви владика Софрон Мудрий: “A 
надзвичайно вдячний цій нараді, яка 
сьогодні відбулася у присутності чотирьох 
владик та представників охорони пам'яток 
історії та культури нашого Прикарпаття. 
Це оживило нашу свідомість, потребу Oe— 
регти нашу культуру, відроджувати її, бо 
вона зараз знищена. Її нищила понад 50 
років також окупація атеїзму. Отож нині 
за всяку ціну мусимо її зберегти, відродити 
та відновити". На засіданні було ухвалене 
рішення, що відтепер обласна держадмініс-- 
трація, історики та представники тра- 
диційних християнських конфесій, які 
діють на Прикарпатті, розроблять спільну 
програму охорони та фінансової підтримки 
унікальних церков - пам'яток сакрального 
мистецтва Івано-Франківщини. 
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"Янукович про виведення | Свобода преси в Україні: 
десь гірше, як у Росії та 
Граку, десь краще... 


Сергій Драчук, Радіо Свобода 

Україна за рівнем свободи преси пере- 
буває серед «не вільних» держав - нижче, 
ніж Росія і навіть Ірак. Із іншого боку, на 
відміну від Росії та Іраку, України нема 
серед найнебезпечніших для журналістів 
місць на Землі. Та все-таки свобода преси 
в Україні викликає серйозне занепокоєння, 
а її президент Леонід Кучма - один із най-- 
лютіших ворогів преси за категорією «aB— 
торитарні владці». Такі короткі підсумки 
кількох звітів, які до сьогоднішнього Bce— 
світнього дня свободи преси оприлюднили 
кілька правозахисних організацій. 

«Фрідом Гавс» або ж «Дім свободи», 
американська правозахисна організація, 
вважає, що за становищем засобів інфор-- 
мації Україну не можна назвати вільною. 
Саме так: «не вільна» - класифіковано 
Україну за минулий рік. Правозахисники 
зазначають, що заплановані на нинішній рік 
вибори в низці держав, серед того й в 
Україні, започаткували там кампанії проти 
незалежних засобів інформації, переважно 
у вигляді більших переслідувань 1 тиску 
правоохоронних органів. 

При цьому Україна виявилася на гіршому 
місці, ніж Росія, хоча, як каже «Фрідом 
Tape», Росія серед небагатьох зазнала най- 
серйознішого відступу, й демократія в ній 
занепадає 1 через дальше зміцнення вже й 
так майже тотального контролю Кремля за 
радіо й телебаченням, і через нові OOMe— 
жувальні закони й фінансовий тиск влади 
на критиків, особливо ж із таких тем, як 
війна в Чечні. 

Кращим від України виявився й Ірак, де 
після скинення режиму Саддама Гуссейна 
з'явилася справжня свобода преси, але брак 
безпеки (в країні гинуть журналісти) та 
велика кількість юридичних 1 процедурних 
обмежень навіть попри значне поліпшення 


залишають Грак серед «не вільних» держав 
- та все-таки він вище від України. 

Зате України немає в переліку десяти 
найгірших у світі місць для журналіста від 
Комітету на захист журналістів - іншої 
правозахисної організації з Нью-Йорка. 
Той перелік очолює якраз Ірак, а закінчує 
десятку Росія. Та коли в Граку бандитизм, 
перестрілки й обстріли, а ще журналістів 
викрадають, то в Росії небезпеку становить 
«керована демократія» президента Владі- 
міра Путіна, яка робить незалежну журна-- 
лістику дедалі слабшою, за якої приду- 
шують критику президента, повідомлення 
про скорумпованість влади й про пору- 
шення прав людини російськими військами 
в Чечні, а в регіонах безкарно вбивають 
журналістів. 

А от «Репортери без кордонів», право-- 
захисники з Парижа, мають, крім загаль- 
ного, й окремий звіт про Україну. У ньому 
детально розібрано напади на журналістів, 
погрози й перешкоди на тлі наближення 
президентських виборів і контролю ниніш-- 
нього президента і його прихильників над 
найвпливовішими засобами інформації. 

Вибори можуть стати небезпечним 
часом для незалежних журналістів, 3ayBa— 
жують «Репортери без кордонів», нагаду-- 
ючи про долю Георгія Гонгадзе і досі не 
розкриту його справу. 

А ще ця організація згадала й особисто 
Леоніда Кучму. Президент України став 
одним із «хижаків», як висловлюються 
правозахисники, найлютіших ворогів CBO— 
боди преси. Кучму, разом із президентами 
Білорусі, Казахстану, Узбекистану, [pany 
та Еритреї, залічено до «авторитарних 
владців». Гракських керівників у переліку 
вже немає. Російський президент Владімір 
Путін, для порівняння, опинився серед 
«фіктивних демократів». 


Міліція відпустила 
молодиків, що улаштували 


погроми в 


(Українська правда)- -Чотири жителі 
Мукачеве затримані в місті за OOBMHYBa— 
ченням в організації погрому в день голо-- 
сування на виборах мера. 

Їм усім інкримінується стаття "хуліган-- 
ство", повідомили агентству "Інтерфакс- 
Україна" у мукачівському міському відділі 
міліції. 

За поясненнями затриманих, їхні хулі- 
ганські дії були викликані особистими MO— 
тивами: представники блоку "Наша Ук- 
раїна", нібито, завдали їм усні образи, у 
відповідь на що був улаштований погром. 
Усі четверо затриманих зараз знаходяться 
на підписці про невиїзд. 

Як відомо, 18 квітня неділя в Мукаче- 
вому відбулися вибори мера. 

Вибори проходили при скупченні в місті 
криминалітету, що, за твердженням "Нашої 
України" діяв заодно з міліцією. Пред- 
ставниками даних "кримінальних бригад" 
був учинений погром на декількох вибор- 
чих дільницях. У результаті одного з таких 
нападів постраждав народний депутат 
Микола Поліщук. 

За результатами екзит-полу на виборах 
переміг кандидат від "Нашої України" 
Віктор Балога. "Наша Україна" зібрала 
оригінали протоколів з усіх, крім одної, 
виборчих дільниць. Їхні результати також 
засвідчили перемогу Балоги. Результат 


Мукачеве 


однієї неврахованої дільниці, за словами 
депутатів, не міг змінити загальну картину, 
оскільки число виборців там було меншим, 
ніж розрив між кандидатами. 

Однак у ніч з неділі на понеділок голова 
тервиборчкому, член СДПУ(о) Переста 
оголосив, що переможцем на виборах мера 
Мукачевого став Нусер зі СДПУ(о). Він 
вже одержав посвідчення мера і приніс 
присягу. Президент Кучма визнав перемогу 
Нусера, скасувавши свій указ про пряме 
президентське правління в Мукачевому. 

У нічз 19 на20 квітня, бюлетені i прото-- 
коли, що підтверджували результати вибо-- 
рів дільничних комісій були викрадені з 
будинку мерії, де знаходився тервиборчком. 
Результати виборів Мукачевому не визнали 
міжнародні спостерігачі, що стежили за 
ходом виборів. 

"Наша Україна" ініціювала розгляд вибо-- 
рів у Мукачевому в парламенті і вимагала 
звільнити голову адміністрації президента 
Медведчука, главу Закарпатської облад- 
міністрації Різака, міністра внутрішніх 
справ Білоконя. Щоб провести дану 
постанову Верховній Раді не вистачило 
двох голосів. У той же час президент і 
парламент зобов'язали керівників МВС, 
СБУ і Генпрокуратури відзвітуватися 
відповідно 1 і 11 травня про результати 
розслідування виборів у Мукачевому. 
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KUMF to feature photography exhibit 


By Darka Maleckyj Griffin, 
Curator 

Were you aware that photogra- 
phers of Ukrainian heritage have 
made a significant contribution to 
the world of photography? The 
works of some of these artists will 
be shown in the first photography 
exhibition of its kind at KUMF Gal- 
lery. It will be held in conjunction 
with Toronto’s Kontakt Photogra- 
phy Festival — the largest annual 
photography event in North 
America, reaching an enormous au- 
dience with exhibitions and events 
throughout the Greater Toronto 
Area. The National Gallery of Con- 
temporary Photography in Ottawa 
has been instrumental in our re- 
search, providing us with names of 
Ukrainian photographers who are in 
the national collection. They, in turn 
suggested other photographers. The 
show is an eclectic mix of interests 
of over a dozen artists from across 
Canada. 

Today photography is being in- 
creasingly appreciated as a major art 
form — perhaps the major art form 
of the late 20th century and beyond. 
Photographic art can vary from the 
most fantastic unreal imagery to 
near abstraction to documentary. It 
is an art that uses both the brain and 
technology. Photography itself 15 no 
more nor less an art than painting. 
It is merely a method, a technique, 
a means of making an image as is 
painting. 

Many of today’s most exciting 
avant-garde artists are making cam- 
era-based images. They are using 


Der Untergerfallen by Ken Shymka Der Abend by Ken Shymka. 


photography more than any other 
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medium in the last twenty years. 
Most major museums have allotted 
gallery space to photography and are 
collecting contemporary and classic 
masterpieces. Commercial galleries 
devoted solely to photography have 
sprung up in every major city and 
every fine art department has pho- 
tography as a part of their curricu- 


lum. 

Most of the artists in our exhibi- 
tion have distinguished themselves 
in the field both nationally and in- 
ternationally. They include Sandra 
Semchuk, Michael Semak, Ken 
Shymka, Orest Semchishen, Laura 
Letinsky, George Styranka, Terry 
Pidsadny, Vera Elyjiw Sytch, Paul 


Osadchuk, George Nitefor, Chris- 
tine Laptuta, Christine Kudryk, 
Ivaan Kotulsky, Daniel Dudka, John 
Paskievich and David Firman. 

We are excited by this new en- 
deavor and anticipate an enthusias- 
tic response to our exhibition. The 
dates for the show are May 16 to 
June 30. 


UVAN conference to be held in Winnipeg 


(UVAN)—The Ukrainian Academy of Arts and Sci- 
ences of Canada (UVAN) will hold its annual confer- 
ence at St. Andrew’s College May 29 from 9 AM - 7 
PM. The conference is held as a part of the Congress 
of Humanities and Social Sciences which are held an- 
nually in various cities across Canada. This year, 
Winnipeg is host. The UVAN day is presented with the 
assistance of the Centre for Ukrainian Canadian Stud- 
ies (CUCS), University of Manitoba and the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society. 

Morning sessions include: Dr. Alexandra Pawlowsky 
(CUCS, U of M), Baba’s language: The language of 
Ukrainian Canadians; Dr. Denis Hlynka (CUCS, U of 
M), The legend of Mazepa; Dr. Robert Klymasz 
(CUCS, U of M), Crucial problems in Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Studies today; Geraldine Виз5іп, The Ukrainian 
United Church in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 1903-1961: As- 
similation through Canadian Christianity. 

Afternoon sessions include: Mykola Soroka (Uni- 
versity of Alberta), Ukrainian literature in the diaspora: 
Between the centre and the periphery (in Ukrainian); 
Dr. Baio EBON) © ої ae Recent пен inno- 
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Ukraine’s key opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko соу- 
ers his face on May 8, as he stands near a photo of vic- 
tims of Nazi persecution in a memorial of the Nazi con- 
centration camp of Auschwitz, Poland, where his father 
was imprisoned in 1944. (AP Photo/Anatoly Medzyk) 


vations in contemporary Ukrainian and their reflection 
in the dictionaries; Pablo Markin (U of A), Ukrainian 
art establishment versus contemporary art institutions 
in Ukraine; Dr. George Chuchman (U of M), Recent 
economic growth and the financial environment in 
Ukraine. 

A special showing of the 1938 British film “The Bar- 
barian and the Lady” will take place in the St. Andrew’s 
TV lounge at 3: 30 PM. This very rare, long lost film, 
is an early version of Taras Bulba, based on a 1935 
French film. It stars some of the leading names of Brit- 
ish cinema of the day, including Patricia Roc, and Harry 
Baur. 

The evening will feature a panel discussion titled The 
Future of Our Ukrainian Canadian Past: Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Archives and Museums featuring Ostap 
Skrypnyk (Executive Director — Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress), Andriy Makuch (CIUS — University of 
Toronto), Jars Balan (CIUS — U of A) Stephen Prystupa 
(Cultural and archival consultant — Winnipeg, Dr. 
Jaroslav Rozumnyj (U ої М). 

All sessions are open to the public. 


1 Opposition activists jailed 


(RFE/RL)—A district court in Kharkiv on May 5 
found two Our Ukraine members guilty of defaming 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych during an unautho- 
rized rally in the city on May 1, Interfax and UNIAN 
reported, quoting the Our Ukraine press service. 

Yevhen Zolotaryov and Ivan Varchenko received 
prison sentences of 15 and 10 days, respectively. 

The two men and other opposition activists report- 
edly staged a performance called “The Last Shirt for 
Yanukovych from the Ukrainian People,” during which 
they took off their shirts and placed them in front of 
the oblast administration office in Kharkiv. 

The court ruled that the performance insulted 
Yanukovych’s honour. 


KUMEF gallery 
May 16 - 30. 2004 


Canadian Photographers of Ukrainian Origin 
part ot the CONTACT Toronto Photography Festival 


featuring the works of Sandra Semchuk, Michael Semak, Ken Shymka, 
Orest Semchishen, George Styranka, John Paskievich, Terry Pidsadny, Paul 
Osadchuk, George Nitefor, Laura Letinsky, Christine Laptuta, Christine 
Kudryk, Їмаап Kotulsky, David Firman, Vera Elyjiw Sytch, Daniel Dudka 


Opening reception: Sunday May 16 at 3 pm. 


Wednesday May 26, 2004 at 7:30 
Illustrated Lecture by Michael Semak, 
Associate Tenured Professor of Photography at York University in Toronto 


KUMF gallery 

2118-A Bloor Si. W. suite 204, Toronto (between High Park and Runnymede Rd.) 
hours: Tues.- Fri. 1-6 Sat. Sun. 1-5 closed Mondays 

t. 416.766.6802 f. 416.766.0851 _kumfgallery@sympatico.ca 
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Jerry Smolyk, Owner 
Bob Greschuk, General Manager 
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"Младітіг Klitschko ГОктаїпе wins EDSA Mini- World Cup 


goes on legal offensive 


Less than a month after his stunning defeat to unheralded Lamon 
Brewster, Ukrainian boxer Wladimir Klitschko has launched a legal in- 
quiry into the events surrounding the fight, reports Agence France Presse. 

Klitschko is protesting a sudden drop in odds just prior to the April 10 
fight, a missing press credential and the whereabouts of his postfight drug 
and urine specimens. 

Klitschko has hired lawyer Judd Burstein and is seeking answers from 
Daniel Bogden, the US District Attorney in Nevada. 

The letter of inquiry states Bogden is looking into the Klitschko camp’s 
claim that Klitschko was possibly drugged or poisoned prior to, or during, 
the bout. 

"І have thought long and hard about requesting an investigation be- 
cause I am concerned that the public, and particularly my fans, will see 
me as making excuses instead of taking responsibility for a loss,” Klitschko 
said. “That is not my intention. I simply want to know the truth.” 

In his bout with Brewster at Mandalay Bay, Klitschko was knocked 
down at the end of the fifth round. As he stumbled to his feet, referee 
Robert Byrd stopped the fight. 

The document also alleges that odds prior to the fight went from 11-1 in 
favour of Klitschko to 3 1/2-1. 

The letter suggests that the late movement was made with no sound 
betting pattern and rings of insider information. 

Questions also surround the missing press credential, which was sup- 
posed to go to a member of Klitschko’s camp and issued upon presenta- 
tion of proper photo identification. 

There was no documentation provided as to who ended up with or signed 
for the press pass. 

Emmanuel Steward, Klitschko’s veteran trainer, also offered support 
for foul play, claiming in the letter, “Wladimir was in perfect shape for the 
bout. 

“Tn all my years as a trainer, I have never seen anything like this. I know 
when a fighter is hurt from an opponent’s punches. In this case, there was 
something else causing Wladimir’s problems.” 

Klitschko was hoping testing of postfight blood and urine samples would 
reveal any possible inconsistencies, but his specimens were inexplicably 
destroyed. 


Klitschkos get hero’s welcome 


WBC heavyweight champion Vitali Klitschko returned home to a hero’s 
welcome in his native Ukraine on May 5 — welcomed by a military brass 
band and hundreds of cheering fans, reports the Associated Press. 

“The belt that belonged to legendary Muhammad Ali and Joe Lewis, 
now belongs to Ukraine,” said Klitschko, showing off the green belt from 
his April 24 victory over Corrie Sanders. 

Klitschko was accompanied by his younger brother Wladimir, who was 
defeated in his bid to win the minor WBO title. “We tried our best to bring 
two belts to our homeland, but not everything depended on us,” Vitali 
Klitschko told the crowds at Kyiv’s City Hall. 

“T still don’t understand what happened to me on Apr. 10, when І sud- 
denly felt myself so exhausted that I had to fight not against Brewster, but 
rather against myself from the first rounds,’ Wladimir said, adding that he 
was in his “best shape” before the fight. 

Media reports in Ukraine were full of speculations about the blood tests 
taken from Wladimir Klitschko right after the fight — the tests revealed 
his sugar levels were four times higher than normal. 

“There were too many coincidences for me not to have suspicions,” 
said Vitali Klitschko, who has been honored with an Order or Courage 
medal from President Leonid Kuchma. 


Portugal demolishes Ukraine 


(UEFA)—Portugal squeezed into the semi-finals of the UEFA Euro- 
pean Under-17 Championship with a resounding 4-0 victory against 
Ukraine in Avoine. 

The holders therefore clinched second place behind Group B winners 
England and earned a semi-final against hosts France. Carlos Dinis’ side 
finished level with Austria on four points, but edged ahead by virtue of a 
superior goal difference. Ukraine, meanwhile, ended bottom of the table 
having lost all three games. 

Dinis made three changes from the side beaten 3-1 by England on May 
6, with Joao Pinhal, Rui Gomes and Feliciano Condesso all coming into 
the starting lineup. Igor Korotetskyy, Irakliy Tsykoliya and Denys Oliynyk 
all began the match for Ukraine. 

Viktor Kaschey’s side began the brighter at the Stade Peteseilles, with 
Yevgen Nakorenok providing a succession of dangerous cross early on. 
However, in the eleventh minute Portugal took the lead, Sandro Moreira 
and Bruno Moreira combining well for captain Bruno Gama to strike a 
right-footed shot into the top corner. 

Although Ukraine struggled for a way back into the wanes it was 2-0 in 
the 22nd minute as Tsykoliya conceded a penalty and Gama made no 
mistake from the spot, sending Oleksandr Rybka the wrong way with a 
shot low into the bottom right-hand corner. 

In a combative contest four players were cautioned inside the first half- 
hour, while six minutes before half-time Dmytro Moldovan’s positive run 
down the left gave Oliynyk a chance but the forward’s shot from near the 
penalty spot was comfortably saved by Ricardo Janota. 

Portugal might have extended their lead either side of half-time, with 
first Gama was unable to complete his hat-trick as his weak chip was 
easily gathered by Rybka. Eight minutes after the interval a great run by 
Portuguese right-back Gilberto Silva led to a cross that found Bruno 
Moreira unmarked in front of goal but the striker failed to control the ball. 

Three minutes later it was 3-0, Rui Gomes scoring a spectacular goal as 
he controlled the ball with his right foot before turning to send a precision 

shot into the top corner of the net from 30 metres out. 


(UkrNews)—Team Ukraine won 
the Edmonton and District Soccer 
Association’s Mini-World Cup with 
a 4-2 victory over Scotland, April 
ПЗ 

“It was a total team effort,” said 
coach Randy Kozak. “The forwards 
did their job, the fullbacks did their 
job and, in net, John Hawrelak 
played tremendous and that’s what 
took us to the championship. When 
John is playing well, there aren’t 
many people that can get anything 
past him.” 

Hawrelak was named top 
goaltender in the tournament and 
made the Men’s First Team All-Stars 
along with teammate Mark 
Korthuis, who was the top scorer in 
the tournament. 

“Mark Korthuis was one of the 
key factors up front. I think against 
Italy (last year’s champions) he got 
Six goals to put them away.” 

Thirty four teams participated in 
the tournament which lasted from 
March 31 to April 13, with 16 mak- 
ing the payoffs. 

With 15 out of its 18 players com- 
ing from Alberta Major League, 
Ukraine breezed through the first 
round clobbering Slovenia 11-3, 
doubling Bosnia 6-3, dominating 
Serbia 4-1 and humiliating Uruguay 
1-0. 

They opened the playoffs with a 
6-1 demolition of Poland, a 5-0 shut- 
out over Canada and the 9-4 pum- 
meling of Italy before advancing to 
the final. 

Meanwhile the Masters (over 35) 
team won the silver medal after a 2- 
1 loss to Croatia. 

Wayne Gordy was named top 
goaltender and made the Masters 
First team All-Stars. 


PHOTO — UWE WELZ 


John Hawrelak makes a great save in the final against Team Scotland. 


Their Sporting Legacy 


Monumental volume details Ukrainian Canadian achievements 


Review by Andrew Gregorovich 

Their Sporting Legacy: The Participation of Cana- 
dians of Ukrainian Descent in Sport 1891 - 1991. BY 
K. W. Sokolyk. Toronto: Basilian Press, 2002. Con- 
tact: Their Sporting Legacy: 50-Delaware Ave. Toronto, 
ON, Canada T6H 257, tel: 416-536-6679; fax: 416- 
536-0592, e-mail: oysokolyk@yahoo.com 

The monumental volume of almost 900 pages reflects 
the many years of work that Wsevolod Sokolyk de- 
voted to researching the sports record of Ukrainian 
Canadians. Sokolyk has done an excellent job which is 
actually both a Canadian and an American sports record. 
The reason is that many Ukrainian Canadian athletes 
played for American teams, for example, in the Na- 
tional Hockey League. 

The book provides amazing statistics for every one 
of the 300 athletes included and their biographies are 
full of human drama. For example the story of the world 
champion marathon runner Jerome Drayton (p. 417) is 
a story of triumph, since he won every major marathon 
in the world but it is also heart breaking in the difficul- 
ties he faced. Hockey’s all-time greatest goalie, Terry 
Sawchuk, was a brilliant athlete and his careers a fas- 
cinating story in four pages (704-07). The achievements 
of world champion shier Steve Podborski and world 
champion curlers Ed Werenich and Ed Lukowich are 
well described. Gayle Olinyk was a champion runner 
and marathoner described by Sports [/lustrated in 1981 
as having “Greatest Legs to Ever Stride the Earth”. 

John Jaremy in 1952 decided he was going to swim 
across Lake Ontario but in 1954, before he was ready, 
Marilyn Bell was the first to achieve it. Finally Jaremy 
on July 23, 1956 crossed the 32.5 mile swim to be- 
come the first man to swim across Lake Ontario from 
Niagara-on-the Lake to Toronto. Christine Jaworski 
became Canadian and World Arm wrestling champion 
in 1984. Ollie Hynduik was a champion bowler who 
bowled a perfect 450 in 1952. A distinguished sports- 
woman, Sylvia Fedoruk, became Lieutenant Governor 
of Saskatchewan in 1989. She was distinguished in the 
javelin throw, curling and softball and is in Canada’s 
Curling Hall of Fame and the Sports Hall of Fame. Here 
are many more fascinating athlete minibiographies. 

That book opens with a Foreword by John Yaremko, 
a distinguished politician. Then the history of 70 Ukrai- 
nian Canadian sports clubs, leagues and teams are de- 


scribed (p.21-297). The heart of the book is the section 
of individual biographies of some 300 athletes (p. 301- 
794). 

Although hockey dominates the pages Sokolyk has 
dug deep into the records to provide a full picture of all 
sports. For instance in a useful Appendix to the book, 
he lists 32 athletes who competed in the Olympic 
Games. Some 35 different sports are included in the 
book. For Example, he has listed 142 hockey players 
but only one of few athletes in tennis, weightlifting, 
mountaineering, rhythmic gymnastics, ringette, shoot- 
ing, trampoline, broomball, diving, dog sledding, arm 
wrestling, badminton and even one cycling champion 
(A.G. - Editor of FORUM). 

Their Sporting Legacy is such а full record one might 
think it is a complete record of Ukrainian Canadians in 
sports. However, Sokolyk cautions the reader that the 
book is not necessarily a complete record. 

By any measurement, whether of quality or quan- 
tity, Their Sporting Legacy is a champion book and 
author researcher Sokolyk has finished in first place as 
a gold medalist. 


Briefly 


Matviychuk takes second 
(UkrNews)—Ukraine’s Vasyl Matviychuk took second 
place at the Italian Half Marathon title in Naples May 
9. Italian Stefano Baldini took first place with a time 
of 1:02:44. Matvichuk was 9 seconds behind. 


Lebid third 

(IAAF)—World Cup 3000m winner Craig Mottram 
secured one of the finest victories of his career, laying 
down a marker for the Athens Olympics, when he won 
a5km road race at Balmoral Castle in the Scottish High- 
lands May 8. The Australian finished in 13:21, fastest 
in the world this year for the distance on the road, with 
an emphatic eight-second margin over former double 
World short course cross-country champion John 
Kibowen of Kenya. The four-times European cross- 
country champion, Sergiy Lebid of Ukraine, was a fur- 
ther six seconds adrift in third. 
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Skrypnyk honoured at Capital City mixer 


(Capital City Savings)—Capital 
City Savings and Credit Union Lim- 
ited and the Ukrainian Community 
Council marked 16 years of credit 
union backing for projects in sup- 
port of Ukrainian language, history 
and cultural traditions in the 
Edmonton area. 

The Ukrainian Community Coun- 
cil hosted a reception at the Delton 
Branch of Capital City Savings on 
April 28 to mark the occasion. Dave 
Broda, MLA for Redwater, and 
Councillor Ed Gibbons from the 
City of Edmonton delivered greet- 
ings to the members of the Ukrai- 
nian community attending. 

Yuri Andryjowycz, Community 
Council Chair, reported on the 
Council’s activities. Since its forma- 
tion in 1987, Capital City Savings 
has channeled over $75,000 through 
the Ukrainian Community Council 
to foster Ukrainian projects and edu- 
cation. Through the Council, Capi- 
tal City Savings has supported 
projects such as the Ukrainian Com- 
munity Council School Award Pro- 
gram, Ukrainian Independence Day, 
Hopak in the Park, the Canadian 
Ukrainian Showcase, and the Ukrai- 
nian Cultural Heritage Village. 


Court rules for Donbas 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The district court of Czestochowa (Poland) ruled a 
decision recognizing the right of the Ukrainian corporation Industrial Union 
of Donbas (IUD, Donetsk) to satisfy its demands concerning the property 
of the Polish metallurgical mill Huta Czestochowa S. A. and banned to 
sell the enterprise and its subsidiaries to other entities. 


Cel phones increase 


(RFE/RL)—The number of users of cellular phones in Ukraine increased 
by 4 percent in April and exceeded 7.5 million, Interfax reported on May 
6, quoting official data from the country’s mobile-communications opera- 
tors. 


PERSONAL: Single man, 45, University education, 
resident of Louisiana, USA, looking for Lady 39-49 of 
age for serious relation. Phone: 985-626-8580. 
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Yaroslav Skrypnyk (left) with Ivan Bubel (centre) and Dr. Bohdan 
Medwidsky at the Capital City Ukrainian Community Council mixer. 


ing ideas and as a communication Its Members are: Yuri 


Retiring Community Council 
member Yarko Skrypnyk was 
honoured with a special presentation 
during the evening. 

The Capital City Savings Ukrai- 
nian Community Council was 
formed in 1987 as a forum for shar- 


channel between the Ukrainian com- 
munity and Capital City Savings. 
The Capital City Savings Ukrainian 
Community Council is partnered 
with the Delton Capital City Sav- 
ings branch, Manager Ryan Borle, 
at 12809 - 82 Street, Edmonton. 


Andryjowycz (Chair), Tamara 
Tatuch (Vice Chair), Ron Zapisocki, 
Marco Levytsky, Bob Kisilevich, 
Maria Popiwchak and Taras Nohas 
(Director Representative). 

(See also Ukrainian News, Feb- 
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ruary 4-20, 2004). 


Kroes Energy announces large increase 
in value of Ukraine holdings 


(UkrNews)—Kroes Energy Inc. on April 29 an- 
nounced that a reserves report recently completed by 
PetroGlobe Canada Ltd provides a considerable in- 
erease in the value of its Kashtan Petroleum Ltd. Ukrai- 
nian jot venture. 

The volume of Kroes’ 45% share of proved and prob- 
able reserves rose by 6% to 14.6 million barrels and 
the values associated with the total reserves are now in 
a range from $44 million to $64 million. The report 
was prepared in accordance with the new requirements 
established by regulation NI-51-101. 

Kroes President Fred Callaway said: “This highly 
encouraging report confirms our view that the Ukrai- 
nian joint venture project is a true “company maker” 
for Kroes Energy Inc. and the receipt of the second 


annual dividend in April of 2004 (reported previously) 
provides comfort that the company can successfully 
repatriate the return on its Ukrainian investment.” 

Callaway pointed out that “at the present time the com- 
pany has working capital and cash on deposit of about 
$4.2 million or 13 cents per share following the exer- 
cise of warrants and declaration of the Ukrainian divi- 
dend. The value of proved producing reserves alone at 
year-end 2003 amounted to some 22 to 27 cents per share 
50 it is clear that the shares are presently trading at соп- 
siderably less than the breakup value of the Company.” 

Kroes Energy is a junior oil and gas producer and 
explorer participating in the Lelyaki Oilfield redevel- 
opment project in Ukraine, one of Eastern Europe’s 
fastest growing economies. 


Odesa-Brody reverse will deprive Ukraine 


of oil transport business 


(Interfax)—The Odesa-Brody oil pipeline will en- 
able Ukraine to become a transit state for pumping 
Caspian crude oil, which will bring it closer to the Eu- 
ropean energy system. Steven Pifer, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for European and Eurasian Affairs, said at a 
press conference on April 29. 

Commenting on the possible reverse use of Odesa- 
Brody, Pifer said that congestion in the Bosporus wa- 
terway forces tankers to wait 30 days to navigate the 
straits. That is why, even in the short-term, operating 
Odesa-Brody in reverse will make other countries build 
alternative pipelines and take over the business from 


Sea Launch delivers DirectTV-7S satellite to orbit 


(itar-Tass)—A Zenith-3SL Ukrainian-Russian rocket 
has put in orbit the DirectT V-7S American satellite 
within the framework of the Sea Launch international 
project. The rocket was launched from the Odysseus 
floating platform in the Pacific Ocean at 5:42 a.m. lo- 
cal time on May 2. The satellite is staying on a transi- 
tional geo-synchronized orbit and a monitoring station 
in Germany is receiving satellite information. 


Pifer 


Ukraine. Ukraine’s negotiations with international pe- 
troleum companies have been hard going, Pifer said, 
adding that the Ukrainian government should speed up 
this process. 

This year Ukraine is planning to pump 4-5 million 
tons of Caspian oil to Europe. It will be supplied from 
the Yuzhny terminal on the Black Sea by Odesa-Brody 
and then by the Druzhba pipeline network to the Czech 
Republic. Part of the oil must be delivered from the 
Brody station to Polish refineries by rail. The govern- 
ment hopes to earn up to US$80 million on these ship- 
ments this year. 


All systems of the rocket and the satellite functioned 
well, Director of the Sea Launch program at the Energia 
Aerospace Corporation Valery Aliyev told Itar-Tass. 
Aliyev is staying on board the assembly-and-command 
ship, which controlled the 13th launch of the program. 

The vessel and platform crews are about to return to 
Long Beach, California. The next launch of the pro- 
gram is preliminary scheduled for June 28. 


Ukraine ups coal production 6.3% in April 


(Interfax)—Ukraine raised coal production 6.3% 
year- on-year to 7.06 million tonnes in April. 

The Fuel and Energy Ministry said on May 11 cok- 
ing coal production grew 1.4% to 3.135 million tonnes 
and power-generating coal production grew 10.6% to 
3.925 million tonnes. 


Ukraine raised coal production 4.2% year-on-year 
to 20.523 million tonnes in January-March. Coking coal 
production fell 1.4% while power- generating coal pro- 
duction grew 9.4%. 

Ukraine reduced coal production 3.2% to 79.255 mil- 
lion tonnes in 2003. 
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Ukraine loses two 


more soldiers in Iraq 


(RFE/RL)—Two Ukrainian soldiers died in 
Irag on April 28, bringing that country’s death 
toll among Ukrainian peacekeepers to six, 
Ukrainian news agencies reported. 

Kostyantyn Mykhalev was killed when his 
patrol came under attack, while Yaroslav 
Zlochevskyy died of injuries sustained in the 
attack. 

Also on April 28, the Communist Party 
called for an emergency parliamentary ses- 
sion to pass a bill on the withdrawal of 
Ukraine’s 1,600-strong military contingent 
from Iraq. 

President Leonid Kuchma told journalists 
later the same day that some politicians re- 
sort to “brazen cynicism” in “speculating” on 
the troops’ withdrawal from Iraq. 

He stressed that last year some 23,000 
people died in Ukraine in road accidents or 
because of drug and alcohol abuse. 

In addition to that, Kuchma said, 143 people 
died in accidents in the Ukrainian military in 
2003. 

“Our troops are not occupying Iraq and are 
not taking part in military action against Iraq,” 
Kuchma noted. “Our position remains the 
same.” 


Yanukovych threatens pullout 


(RFE/RL)—Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych stressed on May 6 that Ukraine 
might pull its military contingent out of Iraq 
if Ukrainian enterprises are denied participa- 
tion in the reconstruction of that country or 
the United Nations fails to take control of the 
situation there, Interfax reported. 

“If the UN does not take responsibility for 
bringing order [to Iraq] in the near future, if 
Ukraine fails to get an immediate opportu- 
nity to take part in the measures that are 
planned in Iraq, our partners should realize 
that we reserve the right to withdraw our con- 
tingent,’ Yanukovych said. 

“Tt was not written in the protocol, but I 
personally feel this way.” 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL) — Last summer, the "Маузіаг- 
1,” a Panamanian-flagged vessel belonging a 
United Arab Emirates company, was detained 
off the southern coast of Iraq. Its Ukrainian 
crew was arrested and changed with smug- 
gling Iraqi oil from the port of Umm Qasr. 

Most of the crew was eventually released. 
But the ship’s captain and second in com- 
mand, Mykola Mazurenko and Ivan 
Soschenko, respectively, were brought to trial. 
The two men denied knowing that the 1,100 
tons of oil on board the “Navstar-1” were 
banned for export. But in October, an Iraqi 
court sentenced the men to seven years in jail, 
and fined US$1.2 million each. 

Since then, Mazurenko and Soschenko — 
both in their sixties and suffering from poor 
health — have been languishing in Baghdad’s 
Abu Ghurayb prison complex. Infamous un- 
der Saddam Hussein as a place where oppo- 
nents of the regime were routinely tortured 
and murdered, Abu Ghurayb is at the heart of 
anew controversy involving systematic abuse 
of Iraqi detainees by U.S. forces. 

The recent publication of photographs de- 
tailing the abuse has outraged the Arab world 
and put the United States on the defensive. It 
has also alarmed the families of the two Ukrai- 
nian detainees, and raised questions in Kyiv 
about how the men are being treated. 

Mazurenko and Soschenko’s wives told 
RFE/RL they have been unable to speak to 
their husbands by phone since February. 
Mazurenko’s wife said her husband had com- 
plained of a sinister atmosphere at Abu 
Ghurayb, saying he was being held in 
cramped conditions and that prison guards had 
attacked some detainees. 

A spokesman for the Ukrainian Foreign 
Ministry said diplomats had not been able to 
visit the two men in some time because of 
continued fighting between coalition forces 
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Ukrainian sailors continue to 
languish in Abu Ghurayb prison 


and Iraqi insurgents. 

At the end of April, the Ukrainian ombuds- 
man for human rights, Nina Karpachova, 
asked the U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, John 
Herbst, for his country’s diplomatic support 
to enable Ukrainian diplomats to visit the two 
sailors and assess their conditions. 
Karpachova reiterated her call after the Abu 
Ghurayb abuse photographs had been aired. 
She said she “could not exclude absolutely” 
that the two Ukrainians were not being sub- 
jected to similar treatment. 

Patricia Guy, a spokeswoman for the U.S. 
Embassy in Kyiv, said embassy officials were 
looking into the matter. “We have seen the 
letter from ombudsman Karpachova about the 
“Navstar’ crewmen and we are inquiring into 
the situation of the Ukrainian seamen,” Guy 
said. 

Guy said the U.S. government condemned 
the way some of its soldiers had treated the 
Iraqi prisoners, but she said the situation of 
the two sailors was different. “We have no 
information suggesting that the crewmen are 
not receiving proper care. If we were to re- 
ceive such information, we would address 
these concerns with the appropriate authori- 
ties,” she said. 

Ukrainian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Markiyan Lubkivskiy said the U.S. military 
allowed Ukrainian diplomats on May 2 to visit 
Mazurenko and Soschenko, who were 
deemed to be in satisfactory condition. “Ac- 
cording to the information that our diplomats 
got directly from the Ukrainian sailors, there 
are no complaints about the behavior towards 
them of other prisoners or the guards,” 
Lubkivskiy said. 

He said the two sailors had been transferred 
to slightly better conditions than the ones they 
were initially held in. However, he said the 
conditions were still extremely grim. 
“Mazurenko and Soschenko have been trans- 


ferred to a cell for older people,” Lubkivskiy 
said. “There are 56 people in that cell — you 
can imagine they all sleep on mattresses on 
the floor next to one another. Therefore, con- 
ditions are not straightforward even from the 
point of view of their accommodation. Even 
though from the point of view of food, the 
information we get is that they receive food 
regularly and there are no complaints on that 
count. 

Lubkivskiy said that the health of the two 
men is poor. The ministry spokesman said 
Captain Mazurenko, who is 66, is at particu- 
lar risk, because he suffers from diabetes but 
reportedly is only able to receive medicine 
when his symptoms become acute. “The state 
of their health in these conditions and the un- 
derstandable stress they are undergoing causes 
us concern,” he said 

“They do not have regular contact with 
doctors. Doctors have restricted access to the 
prison. Therefore, we are troubled by this situ- 
ation and we have called the attention of both 
the Iraqi transitional government and the ef- 
fective [U.S.] authorities to the situation of 
our sailors.” 

Lubkivskiy said the two men, who are 
awaiting a second appeal of their sentence, 
have become a top priority for the Foreign 
Ministry. He said Ukraine, which is contrib- 
uting 1,650 troops in Iraq, hopes the United 
States will lend its weight to help the two sail- 
ors in their forthcoming appeal. 

“The Iraqi courts will have the last word. 
But at the same time we rely on the support 
of the Americans as our partners in the coali- 
tion. I think that they are listened to and their 
role and their influence will not be the least 
important factor in the resolution of this is- 
sue,” he said. Lubkivskiy hopes that even if 
the appeal is unsuccessful, a deal can be 
worked out to allow the two sailors to serve 
their prison sentences in Ukraine. 
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TV's, Appliances 
Техніка для фермерів 


0 lading 


For more information call: (780) 424-1777 


Efficient & knowledgeable service & competitive rates 
For Reservations Call: 780-424-1777 Toll Free: 1-800-518-5558 


Pee 


MANITOBA 
Winnipeg 


Kalyna 
1-204-582-2832 
Ukrainian Voice 
1-204-589-5871 


1-204-582-5939 


Uniglobe Regent Travel Ltd. 
1-204-694-2200 


SASKATCHEWAN 
Saskatoon 

Bazaar Kuzma's Ltd. 
1-306-244-7373 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Vancouver 


Baba's Treasure 
1-604-582-3944 


Yaroslava Tatarniuk 
1-604-263-9630 


Hand 


Cascade Travel 
1-604-617-7200 el 


Penticton 
Steve Warchola 
1-250-497-8630 


AIR PARCELS 


ap 1-4 weeks 


SEA PARCELS 


Wes 5-7 weeks 


« UKRAINE * RUSSIA 
* BELARUS " MOLDOVA 
* POLAND 
DOOR TO DOOR SERVICE 


М сао 


tn Шеорьгі 
то mana 


livery 


3-14 days 


FOOD 


| NOW IS THE TIME TO REMEMBER | x 
YOUR FAMILY IN UKRAINE | | 


= Custom make your own food parcel. 


Door to Door Delivery 
1-4 weeks 


OPEN: Mon.-Fri: 9 am-5 рт; Sat.: 
For more information call the MEEST agent in your area: 
(780) 424-1777; 1-800-518-5558 


We Transfer & Deliver US & 
Canadian dollars to Ukraine, Belarus, 
Moldova, Russia & Baltic States. 


Express Delivery 24-48 hours 


COURIER SERVICE [ex] 


* Documents " Letters + Gifts 
Door to Door Service 


PARCELS 


More goods available from our 
free catalogs. To receive one 
call toll free: 1-800-518-5558 


9am-1pm. 


